


Adrift
Jukka Laajarinne, Elina Warsta

This charming picture book carries the magic of a grand adventure and timeless 
appeal

� Finlandia Prize nominee 2025
� A fantastical balloon adventure story with stunning detailed illustrations by Elina 
Warsta!
� Universal themes of friendship, belonging, and courage

Laule-Lii is used to soaring alone in her airship, free as a bird in the sky. Somewhat 
reluctantly, she accepts the company of two other pilots, Giant-Putti and Mirella, and 
together they set out to help farmers plagued by a Aerce dragon.

xn evhilarating ad:enture awaits, where all three will need to use their different 
skills. Laule-Lii Ands herself in a tighter spot than e:er beforeY among others, on solid 
ground. jet her heart leaps with Toy when, together, they dri:e away the intruder.

Adrift tells, through stunning images and words, how freedom can be found in 
friendship and belonging.

“In this work, text and illustrations are combined in a way that allows them, 
as equal elements, to carry the fairy tale and the hot-air balloon forward 
through the pages of the book. Through the meticulous images and landscapes 
brimming with detail, the story deepens continuously, and new dimensions can 
be discovered even after several readings. Although it is a picture book aimed 
at younger children, its subtlety makes it appealing to readers of many ages.”

– Finlandia Prize jury 2025

Original publication: OuuliaTolla, 2ta:a-
, 0504, 8F p

Reading materials: Eull Dnglish 
translation, Einnish PIE

Rights sold: EN(Lx(IY 2ta:a )orig.B, 
P2Lx(IY SmartRooks, V2Mx(NxY Dditura 
JDLLx(O

About the Author

Photo creditY 

1ukka LaaTarinne

Jukka Laajarinne )b. 97H5B is an 
author who has published books for 
both children and adults, including 
Action and nonAction. öe has recei:ed 
se:eral awards, among them the 
Oietopzllz PriWe. öis picture book 
Adrift, created together with Dlina 
Karsta, was published in 0504.

Photo creditY Nlkka Juorinen, 
Galleria Cu:itus

Dlina Karsta

Elina Warsta is an illustrator 
and graphic designer focused on 
book design and illustration. Karsta 
recei:ed the Einnish State xward 
for ’hildren6s ’ulture in 059‘ and 
has been awarded multiple times 
in the 3Most Reautiful Rook of 
the jear6 competition. She has also 
been nominated for the Einlandia 
PriWe for ’hildren6s and joung xdult 
Literature in 059q, 0597 and twice 
in 0504, as well as for the (ordic 
’ouncil ’hildren and joung People6s 
Literature PriWe in 059‘. Rooks she 
has illustrated ha:e been translated 
and published in o:er ten languages.

Veading materials and rights in@uiriesY infoFahlbackagency.com

Picture Books (0-3 Years), Chapter Books (3-6 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Juuli, Big Brother and the Wild Slide
Maria Vilja

� Maria Vilja is an author-illustrator with a background in social work and art 
education
� The author is also a winner of the Punni award, and the Rudolf Koivu illustrators 
award, and a Finlandia Prize nominee!
� Everyday situations and the twists and turns of sibling relationships are combined 
with a touch of emotional skills

Learn emotional skills together with Juuli and her older brother!

Maria Vilja captures the everyday life of small children with sharp insight, sprinkled 
with emotional skills, discoveries, and sparkling humor.

Juuli and her big brother do all sorts of things together with their grandparents. In 
the Grst book of the series, they pack their swimming gear and learn to be brave, and 
bravely afraid.

Juuli and her big brother get to go to the water park with ’randma and ’randpa. Juuli 
claims she!s deGnitely brave enough to go down the water slide, and of course her 
big brother says the sameB Wut when the children have climbed all the way to the 
top, their legs suddenly feel strangely heavy... ?hich one will dare to slide down the 
wild water slideS

“Swimming halls are, in many ways, places that help you learn and grow: people 
come in so many shapes and sizes! Is it okay to stare? How do we talk about 
others? [--] Maria Vilja’s delightful illustrations show the women in the saunas 
and the spa’s ‘blue atmosphere.’ A series about Juuli is in the works, and I, for 
one, can’t wait for the next installment.”

– Aino Frilander, Helsingin Sanomat newspaper

Original publication: Juuli, isoveli ja hurja 
liuku, ?OY2, 0504, F5 p

Reading materials: Eull Pnglish draft 
translation, Einnish DNE

Rights sold: EILA:LN( ?OY2 )orig.q

About the Author

Dhoto credit( Ytto Virtanen

Maria Vilja

Maria Vilja is an illustrator and children!s author with background in art education and social work. Ohe 
creates uniHue and books with strong atmosphere and beauty. -er books are made for children and 
adult–readers, for shared moments T to be discussed about. zhemes of her books vary from emotions and 
society to everyday moments with warm humor.

-er picture book, The Only Beautiful Day of the Summer, was nominated for the 050F Einlandia DriCe and is 
nominated for the Lordic Rouncil literature award. zhe book also won the Kudolf @oivu illustrations award 
0504.

Keading materials and rights inHuiries( info@ahlbackagency.com

Picture Books (0-3 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Saparo Kärsämö
Cara Knuutinen

A delightfully sweet picture book about a little rantaröhkö named Saparo Kärsämö

� A charming children’s title with beautiful, colourful illustrations
� Perfect for sharing a cozy fairytale reading time together

Saparo Kärsämö and his rantaröhkö family are forced to gee their home uro.ndsT whey 
vnd a neR place to li,e in the Wämemetsäb in the lands of the rämeröhkösT Ghile the 
parents ’.ild a neR homeb Saparo has time to uo on ad,ent.resT qettinu to knoR 
the rämeröhkös doesnHt uo C.ite as nicely as li,ely and c.rio.s Saparo Ro.ld hopeT 
OoRe,erb the l.sh and mysterio.s forest hides pleasant s.rprises RithinT

2ara Kn..tinenHs charminu ill.strations and sympathetic story take the little reader 
alonu SaparoHs ad,ent.re pathsT

Original publication: Saparo Kärsämöb 
0ta,ab 6369b FI p

Reading materials: 

Rights sold: NLAD:A() 0ta,a PoriuT1

About the Author

5hoto credit) 

2ara Kn..tinen

Cara Knuutinen P’T -I9M1 is a OelsinkiU’ased childrenHs ’ook ill.strator and xaster of :rts PVni,ersity of :rt 
and (esiun Oelsinki1 Rho has Rorked as an ill.strator for o,er F3 yearsT She has ill.strated more than 63 
childrenHs ’ooksb as Rell as n.mero.s childrenHs nat.re ’ooks and te@t’ooksb and has Rorked as an ill.strator 
on tRo animated tele,ision series for childrenT

Kn..tinen is also an a.thorUill.strator and has created tRo of her oRn childrenHs ’ooksb Molly och Kelenken 
and Saparo KärsämöT She has a lonuUstandinu colla’oration Rith a.thor Sanna Sova >.oriT

Weadinu materials and riuhts inC.iries) info?ahl’ackauencyTcom

Picture Books (0-3 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Little Mouse Goes Flying
Riikka Jäntti

Adorable bestselling picture book series about a little mouse and his everyday 
adventures!

� Rights for the series sold to 25 territories!
� Features lovely retro-style illustrations and family life with a toddler!
� There is a book for every occasion!
� The books can be read and published in any order!

In the eleventh book of this utterly charming picture book series, Little Mouse sets 
off with Mom farther than ever before…

Little Mouse is preparing for a great adventure that begins at the airport. What will it 
feel like to climb aboard a plane and soar higher than the clouds? And where exactly 
are Little Mouse and Mom headed?

The Little Mouse series is an international bestseller with rights sold in over 20 
territories. The stories focus on the toddler Little Mouse, who lives with Mummy 
Mouse and has fun and exciting adventures, whether they go camping, play in the 
park, or clean up the house in preparation for guests. The lovely illustrations and 
familiar scenarios make the series relatable for children. The magic of childhood and 
fairy tales shines through on every page, making it easy for children to relate to Little 
Mouse’s life.

Also available: 
#1: Little Mouse
#2: Little Mouse Helps Out
#3: Little Mouse’s Christmas
#4: Little Mouse’s Holiday
#5: Little Mouse’s Winter
#6: Little Mouse’s Summer
#7: Little Mouse Goes Camping
#8: Little Mouse and the Birthday Present
#9: Little Mouse Welcomes Spring
#10: Little Mouse Goes on a Cruise
+ Little Mouse’s Fables
+ Welcome Christmas! 24 Little Mouse Stories

Little Mouse chapter books:
 #1: Little Mouse’s School Picture Day
 #2: Little Mouse and the Amazing Universe
 #3: Little Mouse and Hilarious Halloween

Original publication: Pikku hiiri lentää, 
Tammi, 2026, 48 p

Reading materials: Finnish PDF

Rights sold: FINLAND: Tammi (orig.), 
POLAND: Filia

About the Author

Photo credit: Otto Virtanen

Riikka Jäntti

Riikka Jäntti, a 2003 graduate of University of Industrial Art of Helsinki, now part of Aalto University, is a 
Helsinki-based illustrator and author who has created art for both non5ction and fairy tale books for children. 
Her 5rst children’s book was published in 200C. Jäntti is best known for the adorable Little Mouse series that 
has been sold to over 20 territories, including Australia, Nepal, and !hinaq

Reading materials and rights in@uiries: info>ahlbackagency.com

Picture Books (0-3 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Dad Man and the Secret Script
Arttu  Unkari, Kai Vaalio

� Bestselling, hilarious series: nearly 300,000 copies sold in Finland!
� Rights sold to Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands, and Poland!
� Perfect for reluctant readers and for fans of David Walliams and Captain 
Underpants
 � Books in the series have been recognized with Best Newcomer of the Year 2020, 
and the Runeberg Prize 2023!
� Bold and fresh 4-colour comic-book style artwork that add visual jokes to the 
narration

Dad Man is a dad, and a policeman – but he also has a superpower! Too bad his 
superpower is one shared by almost all dads – an unwavering belief in himself and 
his own abilities. Dad Man truly believes he knows everything and can do anything, 
but as it goes with most dads, the reality is quite different. And it follows that Dad 
Man’s nine-year-old daughter Oona needs to solve all of the issues herself.

A new student arrives at Oona’s school, and he couldn’t care less about rules and 
throws everything into chaos. Cash Newmoney Junior can afford to do just that. As 
the spoiled son of an ultra-wealthy father, he seems to get anything he wants.

Oona’s best friend Eeli is completely dazzled by Cash, but Oona has her doubts. And 
Father Newmoney seems strange too: what is his top-secret project, and why are 
there places in the Newmoney family’s mansion that no one is allowed to enter? 
When people close to Oona, including Dad Man, start acting oddly, it begins to look 
like something far more twisted is in the works than anyone could imagine.

Books in the DAD MAN series:

#1: Dad Man and the Exploding Poop
 #2: Dad Man and the Evil Little Brother
 #3: Dad Man and the Horrible Hypnosis
 #4: Dad Man and the Impossible Time Warp
 #5: Dad Man and the Doppelgänger Disaster
 #6: Dad Man and the Mysterious Puppet Master
 #7: Dad Man and the Secret Script

Original publication: Isämies ja kaamea 
keisari, Otava, 2026, 176 p

Reading materials: English synopsis, 
Finnish PDF

Rights sold: FINLAND: Otava (orig.)

About the Author

Photo credit: Jonne Räsänen / 
Otava 2019

Arttu  Unkari

Arttu Unkari is a teacher from 
Helsinki and a Master of Education 
(University of Helsinki, 2015) who 
majored in ethics and philosophy.  He 
combines his educational background 
and experience as a teacher in his 
books – his stories are anarchist and 
zany, but at the same time the humour 
often revolves around profound and 
intriguing concepts such as honesty, 
obedience, and morality in ways 
that speak to children in their own 
language. As an author Unkari is a 
Runeberg prize nominee 2023 for 
the third instalment of the Dad Man 
series: Dad Man and the Horrible 
Hypnosis (Isämies ja hyytävä hypnoosi, 
Otava 2022).

Photo credit: Jonne Räsänen / 
Otava

Kai Vaalio

Kai Vaalio (b. 1986) is an illustrator, 
comic artist, and a bit of a 
cosmopolitan as well. He’s written 
and illustrated underground comic 
books for adults about his travels 
in South-East Asia and Latin America 
— the latter won Mondo magazine’s 
Travel book of the year award back 
in 2014. Recently he’s ventured into 
the world of illustrating children’s 
books mainly with Arttu Unkari’s 
Dad Man Series.  The Dad Man 
Series has received Storytel Awards 
and Runeberg Junior 2023 award 
nominations. Vaalio graduated as a 
graphic designer from Lahti College 
of Arts and Crafts. In 2018 he got 
his bachelor’s degree from Lahti 
University of Applied Science.

Reading materials and rights inquiries: info@ahlbackagency.com

Chapter Books (6-9 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


The Children of Spooky Theater and the Talking 
Cabinet
Tuutikki Tolonen, Netta Lehtola

� New series by Tuutikki Tolonen
� Historical realism with magical elements, a heart-warming mystery story!
� Tuutikki Tolonen is an Arvid Lydecken award-winning author and her Monster 
Nanny series has been sold into 37 territories!

Children of the Spooky Theater is a charming children’s novel series set in early 1900s 
Helsinki, starring twins Ottilia and Roland, who once performed in spiritualist shows. 
The book’s magical atmosphere will sweep you away!

On an autumn evening, two siblings appear at the door of the Mercy and Love 
Orphanage, carrying with them a peculiar cabinet. Ottilia and Roland have been 
performers in the traveling von Hofenstaufen Spirit Theater, but now they are without 
a home. The kind-hearted director welcomes the twins, even though the poor 
orphanage is struggling Cnancially. However, the problems might be solved when 
Ottilia, the children, and the Talking zabinet organi…e the greatest spiritualist show 
of all timex

Tuutikki Tolonen’s new series eNudes a mystical mood and plays with messages from 
the beyond. jetta Lehtola’s illustrations deliciously bring historical Helsinki to life.

Original publication: Henkien teatterin 
lapset Wa puhuva kaappi, YSO2, 606F, 600 p

Reading materials: 

Rights sold: IAjLDj:( YSO2 )orig.P

About the Author

Vhoto credit( Otto qirtanen

Tuutikki Tolonen

Tuutikki Tolonen is the author of 
several acclaimed children’s books, 
plays and academic articles. Ior 
Monster Nanny she received the Drvid 
Lydecken award. She teaches creative 
writing and has worked as an editor 
and reporter at Vinski, a Iinnish 
literary maga…ine for children.

Vhoto credit( qeikko 
Somerpuro

jetta Lehtola

Netta Lehtola is an illustrator and 
graphic designer originally from 
Turku, now based in Helsinki, Iinland. 
She works on proWects ranging 
from books to games. Lehtola’s 
Crst illustrated children’s book was 
nominated for the Iinlandia Vri…e 
for zhildren’s and 2oung Ddult 
Literature in 6019. Since then, she has 
illustrated more than ten children’s 
books, many of which have been 
translated into different languages. 
An her illustrations, Lehtola loves 
to create strong atmospheres, 
relatable characters and dynamic 
compositions.

Reading materials and rights in@uiries( info<ahlbackagency.com

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Saving Troy
Siri Kolu

Second part to myth-busting, suspense-flled series Yor a late middle grade and early 
AF audience

� Pinlandia zri!e nominated seriesk
� Pirst booH SAVING ATLANTIS sold to ’ungary
� Siri Kolu2s previous booHs have been translated to ww languages
� She is the 0inner oY w1J1 Pinlandia Nunior zri!e, Topelius zri!e and has been 
a0arded in the Cetherlands 0ith Silver Slate zencil F0ard
� Por the readers oY Susan :ooperB Fbove Sea, Relo0 Stone series and #icH #iordan2s 
myth booHs

The second installment of the adventure-blled Twin World series grinys mkths to life 
and ta.es readers to ancient TrokE

(l)e.traw is a t:in-:orlderH in modern-dak ,elsin.iA she rememgers her other life in 
WtlantisE pith the helI of her friendsA she strives to helI TroiA :ho also lives in t:o 
timesE Pn gesieyed TrokA Krince Troilos and his sister ’assandra cliny to each otherE 
’assandra has lony foreseen visions of Trokqs destructionA gut no one gelieves herE 
phen a massive :ooden horseA crafted as an offeriny to the yodsA is grouyht to the 
citk sFuareA the countdo:n geyinsE Grom inside the horseA ?ree. :arriors emeryeA 
destrokiny Trokqs .inydom and rokal familkE pill (l manaye to helI Troi gefore Trok 
collaIsesO

Sne of the most famous tales of ?ree. mktholoyk comes alive in the stunniny second 
Iart of Miri ’oluqs seriesE Loviny get:een modern ,elsin.i and ancient TrokA the 
stork s:eeIs readers a:ak and masterfullk guilds a gridye get:een the Iast and the 
IresentE

Flso availableB

&JB Saving Atlantis

Original publication: ä2Ii IuunA TammiA 
0603A D66 I

Reading materials: (nylish sknoIsisA 
Ginnish KNG

Rights sold: GPBäWBNH Tammi )oriyEw

About the Author

Khoto creditH Magina JFain

Miri ’olu

Siri Kolu )gorn 1ulk 89A 87U0w is a :riterA Ierformance dramaturyA directorA and theater teacherE Mhe holds a 
Laster of Wrts deyree in Theatre Wrts and Jachelor of Wrts deyree as Nrama Pnstructor )JWwE Krior to her 
theater studiesA she Iursued literature and theater studies at the 4niversitk of ,elsin.iE pith her funnk and 
oriyinal adventure Me and the Robberssons ’olu :on the childrenqs novel and blm scriIt comIetition in the 
fall of 0667E The goo. :as Iuglished in WIril 0686A and :on the Pinlandia zri!e in :hildren2s 0 AF literatureE 
The blm adaItation hit theaters in the fall of 068RE Me and the Robberssons has geen translated into over 06 
lanyuayesE

@eadiny materials and riyhts inFuiriesH info@ahlgac.ayenckEcom

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Shadow Chain
J. S. Meresmaa, Elina Äijälä

� Engaging middle-grade horror, with mystery and heart-pounding adventure!
� Captivating and relatable variety of characters
� Book #1 Darkclaw won the 2024 Tähtipöllö Award and was tied for second place 
for Kuopus Award 2024, and was nominated for LukuVarkaus award in 2025!
� J. S. Meresmaa is a winner of the 2020 & 2023 Kuopus Awards, and a nominee in 
2024 for Kuvastaja Award and Tähtifantasia Award
� Monster Manor series is set in the same Monster-Finland world as the Monster Care 
series! Children can start reading with Monster Care and grow into Monster Manor for 
more adventures in a familiar world

Third and Fnal part of the captivatingly bone-chilling middle-grade horror trilogy

:ace your shadow and break free.

The chilling conclusion to the award-winning Monster Manor trilogy.

In the village of Black Gorge, a mine has revealed a deposit of a strange kind of stone. 
The staff at Monster Manor, the monster care facility, must investigate it, because the 
stone threatens to expose the monsters’ secret to ordinary humans. At the same time, 
something uncanny happens to Aapo: a mark appears on his hand, just like the one his 
late grandfather once had... And from Aapo’s grandfather’s cabin, hidden truths—and 
doors—come to light.

An inexplicable, invisible chain seems to keep the darkclaw monster constantly near 
Aapo. And why does the monster speak in his grandfather’s voice? Threads Vnally 
begin to weave together in a way that will make your hair stand on end.

Also available5

#15 Darkclaw
#25 Black Water

Original publication: Karjokahle, 2aristo, 
060E, 066 p

Reading materials: Fnglish synopsis, 
Pinnish DNP

Rights sold: PIL(ALN: 2aristo )orig.O

About the Author

Dhoto credit: Juti Duhakka

S. 1. Meresmaa

J. S. Meresmaa )b. 983/, sheztheyO 
is an award-winning Pinnish author 
of fantasy and other speculative 
Vction. A versatile and imaginative 
storyteller, Meresmaa has been 
nominated for multiple literature 
priHes, and her books have earned 
glowing praise from both critics and 
readers.

Äer backlist spans more than /6 
titles, ranging from picture books and 
chapter books to middle-grade, young 
adult, and adult Vction. Meresmaa 
writes across formats—including 
novels, short stories, and verse 
novels—and she is constantly 
exploring new creative territory.

Dhoto credit: 

Flina äijRlR

Elina Äijälä )theyzthemO is an 
illustrator whose main inspirations 
include fantasy, folklore and horror.

qeading materials and rights in@uiries: infoCahlbackagency.com

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)
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The Blue Flame
Ted Forsström

A tale of friendship, courage, magic – and ynding vour place, ewen 'hen vou donkt 
reallv !no' 'ho vou are

� For ewervone 'ho lowes adwentureL
� A progressiwe fantasv adwenture nowel 'ith RitPGH elements
� -umorous and actionSdriwen, 'ith concepts and terminologv familiar from gaming 
culture
� ’et in a mediewal fantasv 'orld
� For the readers of Terrv GratchettWs DiscworldSseries, Mill MrightWs CradleSseries, and 
Datt +innimanWs Dungeon Crawler CarlL

There are no limits. Except the ones you set yourself.

There are no limits. Except the ones you set yourself.

Benn turns 15, but instead of cake and presents, he gets the qrst luest of his .ifeW

when his ziyard grandfather forgets his birthdam and instead throzs hix dozn 
into the basexent to qght fai.ed xonster evperixents, Benn disco:ers soxething 
unevpectedj he can conAure b.ue qre frox his handW -nd not on.m that, his sense of 
ad:enture is azakened and sudden.m nothing is the saxe anmxoreW

with huxour, xagic and ro.eIp.aming .ogic, Benn is throzn into an unknozn zor.d 
zhere xost things can ha:e a .e:e., zhere a post bov can be a xonster and zhere 
boundaries on.m evist if mou set thex mourse.fW

Sn a zor.d that cou.d ha:e been drazn bm Gtudio Thib.i, zith a sense of huxour 
in a zarx and zhixsica. stm.e rexiniscent of Perrm 'ratchettMs DiscworldIseries, but 
coxbined zith the fastIpaced, anixeI.ike action frox no:e.s such as wi.. wrightMs 
CradleIseries and Datt FinnixanMs Dungeon Crawler Carl, The Blue Flame is the start 
of the a nez tri.ogm bm Ped öorsstr!xå

Original publication: Fen b.2a 0axxan, 
ö!r.aget, 6E6(, I p

Reading materials: )ng.ish smnopsis, 
Gzedish tevt Nnot qna.L

Rights sold: öSOH-OFj ö!r.aget NorigW 
öinnishIGzedishL

About the Author

'hoto creditj ):a Hingon

Ped öorsstr!x

Ted Forsström is a öinnishIGzedish xedia persona.itm, author, and coxedian based in ’strobothniaW Ye has 
zorked as an actor, director, and screenzriter, and is zide.m knozn as one ha.f of the popu.ar duo Ted & KajW

öorsstr!x a.so creates chi.dren3s content for G:enska Å.eW Sn 6E6R, he pub.ished the öin.andiaInoxinated 
chi.dren3s book Stella together zith i..ustrator @sa HucanderW Sn spring 6E65, the fo..ozIup Stiven zas 
pub.ishedW

Aeading xateria.s and rights inluiriesj infoBah.backagencmWcox

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)
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Red Rowan Manor
Mari Renko

An enchanting fantasy-mystery novel plunges into the age-old intrigues of fairy and 
human courts, a plot built around solving a crime is spiced up with the sizzling 
chemistry between a brazen master thief and a noble detective lady

� For fans of Holly Black’s The Cruel Prince, Leigh Bardugo’s Six of Crows… and 
Zootopia!
 � Rich fantasy world meets Sherlock Holmes!
� For anyone who enjoys the “slowest of burns” romantic trope
� Readers have fallen in love with the characters

Häive is a fairy and a master thief who plagues the court of Ilisira. Viona Hollins is 
a young noble detective whose uncompromising investigations aren’t slowed down 
even by her walking stick.

On the evening of Shadow Day, all the high society gathers at the ball—including 
Häive. But Häive runs into unexpected trouble during her heist and is caught at the 
crime scene with human noble blood on his hands. There seems to be no doubt about 
the culprit, yet the fairy court hires Viona to investigate the case.

The truth turns out to be more complicated than expected, and soon Viona -nds 
herself aiding Häive in a prison escape to uncover it. The teamwork of this 
crimePsolving duo burns with a deliciously smoldering jame.

Original publication: WihlaYapalatsi, 
2SO0, 5459, E5F p

Reading materials: Nnglish sample and 
synopsis, Linnish WDL

Rights sold: LIA:(AD) 2SO0 Korig.z

About the Author

Whoto credit) (nnaPMatri 
Hänninen BaRar kustannus

1ari qenko

Mari Renko Kb.@FFEz is an eastern Linnish writer from Muopio. She wrote her debut novel Pearl Ring, Enclosed 
after getting bored with the onePsided love interests of romance books. Her aim is to show that the world 
is full of different love stories, each one worth telling, even if they do not end in marriage and children, or 
even if they are about something other than romantic love. 1ari has studied medicine and writing. She loves 
stories that offer an escape from everyday life, such as romance and fantasy. She is also active on the book 
scene, where she talks about her writing and shares writing tips.

qeading materials and rights in?uiries) info@ahlbackagency.com

Young Adult (13 or 14+)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


All About Sahara
Vilja-Tuulia Huotarinen

Life is suffering, but only if you face it alone

� Vilja-Tuulia Huotarinen is a Finlandia Prize winning author of Light, Light, Light
 � A one-day coming-of-age story, where grief, friendship, and a touch of magic meet 
on a roadtrip north
� For fans of Hayao Miyazaki and Ursula K. Le Guin
� For teens and adults alike: a beautiful novel that invests in big questions about life, 
loss, and what happens when things fall apart

All About Sahara is an intense, atmospheric story about f-teenlyearlodS wahara, Those 
TordS has -adden sident a-ter the suSSen Separture o- her -rienS .iov wahara SeciSes 
to resodOe the unfnisheS mattersv jn her gourney north, wahara is goineS by a stranqe 
acXuaintance, an inOisibde beinq nameS Beiv ?ut That must be SiscusseS be-ore the 
stones open anS the train can xy’

.his smadd, compeddinq noOed eVpdores the pain-ud redationships o- youth, 
trans-ormations, anS the possibidity o- con-rontinq di-eHs anS SeathHs qreatest 
Xuestionsv kidgal.uudia KuotarinenHs Tritinq is Sediqht-uddy straiqht-orTarS anS 
thouqhtlproOo2inq at the same timev

Original publication: 0ai22i waharasta, 
.ammi, 6168, EFF p

Reading materials: Pnqdish sampde anS 
synopsis, Dinnish IND

Rights sold: DLA:(AN) .ammi MoriqvJ

About the Author

Ihoto creSit) äi22o 
Iadon2orpi

kidgal.uudia 
Kuotarinen

Vilja-Tuulia Huotarinen is an author Tho has pubdisheS both poetry anS prosev whe has receiOeS seOerad 
aTarSs, incduSinq the (nni wTan äeSad, the 0adeOi zCntti IriYe, anS the DindanSia IriYe -or RhidSrenHs anS 
@ounq (Sudt :iteraturev .he main themes o- her boo2s are uniOersad) -rienSships, time, boSy, doOe, anS Seathv 
Ker uniXue styde embraces action but the approach is dyricad anS mesmerisinqv Ker main characters are o-ten 
stronq but puYYdeS qirds on the eSqe o- the chanqes Surinq their rebed teenaqer yearsv

@eaSinq materiads anS riqhts inXuiries) in-oAahdbac2aqencyvcom

Young Adult (13 or 14+)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


The Melting Point
Annukka Salama

So hot it melts the ice!

� A TikTok sensation!
� For the fans of Heartstopper by Alice Oseman, Icebreaker by Hannah Grace, and 
Rachel Reid’s Game Changers and Heated Rivalry!
 � An enemies to lovers queer sport-romance!

The queen of addictive romances, Annukka Salama, now takes your breath away 
on the hockey rink! Oliver and Niklas are hockey’s brightest prospects—and sworn 
enemies on junior national teams from Finland and Sweden. When the boys are 
forced onto the same team, a Finland–Sweden showdown begins like nothing the 
hockey world has ever seen.

Oliver Järvinen rockets from complete obscurity to a trial with the national team. 
All his wildest dreams are coming true, until Niklas Gauf:n skates into his life- a 
FinnishHSwedish hockey star and a total pain in the neck. Tipped to be the NLz’s 
numberHone draft pick, Niklas has ditched his Swedish Tre Kronor jersey and moved 
to Finland, and, to top it all off, he’s Oliver’s new roommate in the high school dorm.

When fate throws them onto the same ice, the game, and the tension, heat up to 
unbearable levels. With the media scrutiniYing their every move ahead of the NLz 
draft, the boys face huge choices as they :ght for their future. Original publication: Sulamispiste, 

WSO2, 0503, 6E5 p

Reading materials: +nglish sample P full 
draft translation, +nglish synopsis, Finnish 
DIF

Rights sold: F(NzANI- WSO2 )orig.M

About the Author

Dhoto credit- Tiia 1ahkonen

Annukka Salama

Annukka Salama )b. 98B5M is a Finnish 2A author from Tampere. She holds a Qachelor of Arts and 1aster of 
Science degrees. (n addition, she has studied fashion design and architecture.

Salama’s young adult novels are known for their fastHpaced plots and addictive romances. Ler stories also 
give space to zGQT4P and neurodivergent perspectives. Salama’s books enjoy wide popularity among readers 
and have consistently performed well in annual Qlogistania awards voted by book bloggers. (n 050R and 0503 
she won the 4ueer Qook of the 2ear Award.

@eading materials and rights inquiries- infoEahlbackagency.com

Young Adult (13 or 14+)
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Kittilä Rewind
Daniela Hakulinen

A sensitive and insightful novel about love, the power of stories, and ynding cour own 
pla-e

� A standPalone new adult novel
� Jerfe-t for fans of Gohn Oreen, Ali-e ms$an, or Young Royals, and of -ourse, the 
BeforePtrilogc

“The ending is perfect, and I don’t want to know what happens after.
I rewind the movie, watch the ending again. And again.
 Baby, you’re gonna miss that plane.”

When 17-year-old Joonatan’s mother suddenly dies, he decides to move from Helsinki 
to Kittilä to live with his almost unknown father. A new beginning in the North brings 
painful memories to the surface, and the question of what really happened nearly 
twenty years ago when his parents Rrst met on a bright summer night.

With the help of an online crisis therapist and the Lichard xinklater Rlms he Rnds on 
his father’s shelf, Joonatan tries to Rgure out whether the story his mother told about 
their life was only half true. The miS is further complicated by the social dynamics 
of a small village, where a gang maintains an atmosphere of fear. At the same time 
the leader of the group Rghting against them, the gray-eyed and deRant Cusi, makes 
Joonatan’s heart beat faster. ?an love piece the story together2 Original publication: Kittilä Lewind, 

Tammi, 060E, 066 p

Reading materials: +nglish sample F full 
draft translation, Pinnish D:P

Rights sold: PINxAN:( Tammi )orig.O

About the Author

Dhoto credit( Vtto 9irtanen

:aniela Hakulinen

:aniela Hakulinen )b.184GO is a Rlm and television screenwriter who grew up in Northern Pinland and later 
moved to Helsinki. zirl Dicture, co-written with Ilona Ahti, made history by being the Rrst Pinnish feature Rlm 
selected for the international competition at the Cundance Pilm Pestival. Hakulinen and Ahti won the Jussi 
and Cylvi pri@es for their screenplay. In addition to Rlm, :aniela Hakulinen writes television series, works as 
a dramaturg and teaches screenwriting. zirls zirls zirls is her debut novel.

Leading materials and rights inquiries( infoCahlbackagency.com

Young Adult (13 or 14+)
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The Witch of Sardesia
J. S. Meresmaa

A magical and emotional story about a young pearl whisperer who seeks out a 
powerful witch to ,nd a cure for her sister- who has been stricken by a deadly sleep 
sickness

� A standvalone fantasy nozel combining elements of steampunk and fairytales
� The latest from awardvwinning author J.S. Meresmaa
� A coGy adzenture for fans of Studio Dhibli ,lms- Kiana Wynne Jones- and T. 
–ing,sher

Soon to turn seventeen, Noa is the daughter of a pearl whisperer. She lives with her 
older sister and her mother, who has been crippled by a bear attack, in a house on 
Shady Pine Ridge, deep in the forest. The family cultivates pearls in their farm in 
the river, selling them to jewelers in the city. But the pearl farm is in trouble. No 
new pearls have been whispered for years. Noa’s mother has lost her ability to pearl 
whisper, and it was recently revealed that Noa’s sister Midja has no gift for pearl 
whispering either. Their father is serving a debtor’s sentence in the city of Paulava. 
Noa is their only hope.

When Midja falls ill with a deadly sleep sickness, the family faces a harsh reality: she 
can only be cured by the most powerful witch in Kernos—the Witch of Sardesia. Noa 
must venture out into the world for the Orst time, Ond the witch, and bring back a 
cure. Vtherwise, her sister will die, their pearl farm will be doomed, and their father 
will never leave prison.

Together with a sly, wise toad and an enigmatic young man named 2esper who joins 
in the journey, Noa encounters dangers in the city and in her own heart.

“Meresmaa lets readers revel in her breathtaking world-building and leads 
them to fall in love with the characters [--] Meresmaa’s language sparkles with 
playfulness; even the more unusual words and unique expressions feel natural. 
It’s rare to ,t such a rich setting into a single book with so few pagesF a world 
that blends steampunkF elements reminiscent of Linnish folkloreF an astonishing 
magic systemF and the bustle of a big city. ”ove is not absent eitherF and true 
to the author’s styleF it comes in rainbow hues. [--] Meresmaa has succeeded 
in combining fantasyF dramaF romanceF and humor into a stew from which you 
wouldn’t want to remove a single thing.'

N äiina Tolonen- Tjhtizaelta)a magaGine

Original publication: Noidanlanka, 
Myllylahti, 0503, L05 p

Reading materials: Eong &nglish sample 
F chapter by chapter synopsis, Dinnish PID

Rights sold: DANE(NI: Myllylahti )orig.J

About the Author

Photo credit: Vuti Puhakka

1. S. Meresmaa

J. S. Meresmaa )b. 98/L, she-theyJ is an awardzwinning Dinnish author of fantasy and other speculative Oction. 
( versatile and imaginative storyteller, Meresmaa has been nominated for multiple literature priHes, and her 
books have earned glowing praise from both critics and readers.

xer backlist spans more than L5 titles, ranging from picture books and chapter books to middlezgrade, 
young adult, and adult Oction. Meresmaa writes across formats—including novels, short stories, and verse 
novels—and she is constantly eqploring new creative territory.

Reading materials and rights in@uiries: infoAahlbackagency.com

Young Adult (13 or 14+)
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Lost Girls Don't Talk
Jenni Multisilta

Lost Girls Don’t Talk continues the YA thriller series, @buriedpodies, that seeks to 
solve previously unsolved murders and the relationship tangles of modern high 
school students

� First book in the series, Dead Girls Don’t Dance, sold to Germany and the 
Netherlands!
� A gripping YA thriller perfect for fans of Holly Jackson, Alice Oceman, Adam Silvera, 
and Karen McManus

 � Combines Nordic noir, teen drama, and true crime
 � Easy to position in booktok/bookstagram

Chilling suspense in bleak suburban neighborhoods, gripping plot twists, and 
heartwarming friendships.

Rafael, the creator of the @buriedpodies podcast, receives a request to investigate 
an old missing person case, and Oona agrees to help along with her friend Kaisla. 
Five years ago, Mari Kaski, a talented young artist from Pori, vanished without a trace 
on her graduation day. Now Mari’s family has received a postcard sent :ve years ago, 
that saysS Lost girls don’t talk.

Oona and Rafael start digging into Mari’s background and the events leading up to 
her disappearance, but Kaisla seems distracted. Oona is bothered by the coolness 
between them, yet there never seems to be a right moment for the awkward 
conversation about a certain kiss. Ao Oona throws herself fully into solving the case, 
trying to forget the tangle of personal relationships.

It Mayor Hsle Wigh Achool, an urban legend circulates about a secret staircase, 
something Mari Kaski was obsessively interested in before she disappeared. ?hat 
secret was Mari guarding, and what happened to herz

Is the truth slowly unravels, Oona realiöes that, like Mari, she too may have trusted 
the wrong people. Ind sometimes, mistakes come at a price that’s far too high...

Original publication: Kadonneet tytät 
eiv2t kantele, Myllylahti, 060E, 006 p

Reading materials: Lnglish synopsis

Rights sold: FHNDIN(S Myllylahti )orig.J

About the Author

Photo creditS Niclas M2kel2

'enni Multisilta

Jenni Multisilta is a Master of Lconomics and a writer. MultisiltaYs works include the -I thriller series 
@buriedpodies, feel:good romance novels, and psychological thrillers.

Hn addition to writing, she is a former national:level competitive athlete who teaches aerial acrobatics and 
pole dancing, as well as yoga. Hn her free time, Multisilta hangs upside down here and there, for the world 
looks more interesting from different perspectives.

Reading materials and rights inquiriesS info@ahlbackagency.com

Young Adult (13 or 14+)
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Meet the Squirrel Family
Hannu Laakso

From the pure Nordic nature! The Animal Family series is a perfect gateway to 
spark children’s curiosity about nature and reading – perfect for sharing and reading 
together with parents and grandparents!

� Hannu Laakso is a renowned photographer, having won over 130 international 
awards!
� The Animal Family series received an award from the Finnish state in 2023
� Meet the Fox Family and Meet the Bear Family sold to Italy!
� Great read for the whole family, including grandparents!
� These heartwarming stories encourage children to read and spark a lasting 
appreciation of nature
� ...and they easily “ll the role of ”my “rst nature book-
� Meet the Squirrel Family was a reader request title!

A new, heartwarming installment in the award:winning series! What can happen to 
a little squirrel in just one summer day?

A young squirrel has a strange problem: it’s afraid of heights. To live a full squirrel 
life, it must overcome this fear. But dangers lurk everywhere, and the little squirrel 
must face a hunting goshawk and a horned owl—along with its own fear.

The Animal Family series’ seventh narrative non-xction book eHplores the life of 
squirrels. This family-friendly work combines educational teHt, storytelling, and 
Lannu !aakso’s internationally awarded, vibrant and intimate nature photography in 
an enchanting way. The series has become a favorite among grandparents who read 
the books together with their grandchildren. The books follow each animal family 
and their adventures from the animal family’s perspective– Believe it or not, but the 
stories are partly based on true events M witnessed by the author–

Also available0
 Meet the Fox Family
 Meet the Bear Family
 Meet the Wolf Family
 Meet the Bird Family
 Meet the Reindeer Family
 Meet the Hedgehog Family

Original publication: Ie oravaiset, 2nto, 
0605, 5E p

Reading materials: Full Pnglish edition, 
Finnish DNF

Rights sold: F2(!A(N: 2nto )orig.'

About the Author

Dhoto credit: Iikko 
Dalonkorpi

Lannu !aakso

Lannu !aakso is a Finnish photographer and writer, who is fascinated by the purity of (ordic nature. Le has 
won a Finnish state award for this children&s Fun S Facts book series, which introduces us to urban and 
rural wildlife. Le bought his xrst R!1 camera in 9840. 2n 0693 he xnally decided to start participating in 
international photography competitions. Le has received 9@6 international photography awards, and well 
over E66 unique photos have been accepted to international photo eHhibitions in more than 46 countries.

1eading materials and rights inquiries: infoAahlbackagency.com

Non-Fiction
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Stiven
Ted Forsström, Åsa  Lucander

Highly recommended for everyone, but especially families with young children, and 
particularly for those who share their lives with a cat - or perhaps, for those who are 
ruled by one.

� Sold to Hungary, Türkiye and Germany!

� Another fun and exciting collaboration between comedian Ted Forsström and 
Aardman director Åsa Lucander

� The duos previous bedtime story, STELLA, was nominated for the Finlandia Prize 
2023 in Children’s and YA literature  and was sold to 9 languages!

The food is gone! Stiven roars. This is urgent! Come out!

Have you ever thought how frustrating life can be for a cat? When something as 
simple as getting fed turns into a daily battle? For Stiven, the logic is simple: an 
empty bowl must be qlled immediately. How can an entire family have such a hard 
time understanding this?

The glutton Stiven is a stubborn drama ’ueen, holding the whole family hostage with 
one mission: more food immediately! Hejs a big personality, alternately maÅestic and 
pathetic, and neither mom, dad, the child, nor the baby escapes his constant demands 
for food and attention. This leads to comedic moments in the everyday life of a young 
family with a pet, brilliantly captured in Lsa 'ucanderös lively illustrations.

Ted Forsstrxmjs te-t is atmospheric and downItoIearth, with his characteristic playful 
rhymes occasionally shining through. —tjs highly relatable for families with young 
children and especially for anyone who owns a catEor is owned by one. The duojs 
previous bedtime story, STA''P, was nominated for the Finlandia zriVe.

Stella

Stella is full of warmth, playful rhymes and an unusual mi- of familiar ordinariness 
with fantastic antics. kery familiar for anyone trying to combine coVy moments with 
a pet! Stella is a boo– you can read again and again, night after night.

PRAISE:

“After the huge success of Stella (books sold out at a surprising rate), there’s no question 
that we’d like to add Stiven to the shelf. In Hungary, there’s a pet in almost every household. 
The number of dogs and cats compete with each other, so where there is a dog book, there 
must be a cat book. Stiven‘s funny illustrations and the situation relatable for every cat 
owner make for a fun, laugh-out-loud book. We’re looking forward to it!”

  Á Bgi äodrogi, foreign rights, Cer–abella, Hungary

“This picture book duo has once again shown their paws and generated 
guaranteed reading pleasure for the whole family.”

- Maria Lassén-Seger, Huvudstadsbladet newspaper

Original publication: Stivens fat (r utan 
mat, Fxrlaget )orig.2, 0504, DD p

Reading materials: Swedish edition, 
Anglish zNF

Rights sold: F—G'PGN, SWANAG: Fxrlaget 
)orig. FinlandISwedish2, F—G'PGN: Teos 
)Finnish2, RAMYPG&: dtv kerlagsgesellschaft 
mbH K Co.UR, HğGRPM&: Cer–abella 
Uxnyve–, TğMUA&: NoOan Uitap, ğSP: 
Spinning Wheel Stories

About the Author

zhoto credit: Ava 'ingon

Ted Forsstrxm

Ted Forsström is a FinnishISwedish 
media personality, author, and 
comedian based in 3strobothnia. He 
has wor–ed as an actor, director, and 
screenwriter, and is widely –nown as 
one half of the popular duo Ted & Kaj.

Forsstrxm also creates childrenjs 
content for Svens–a &le. —n 050@, he 
published the FinlandiaInominated 
childrenjs boo– Stella together with 
illustrator Lsa 'ucander. —n spring 
0504, the followIup Stiven was 
published.

zhoto credit: Uarni Prieli

Lsa  'ucander

The FinlandiaInominated Stella 
)050@2 was the qrst picture boo– 
by Lsa 'ucander, who, in addition 
to being a director and illustrator 
at Pardman Pnimations, has also 
animated music videos for artists 
such as Coldplay. She created the 
boo– together with Ted Forsstrxm. 
—n spring 0504 her and Tedös second 
collaboration, Stiven, was published.

Meading materials and rights in’uiries: infoJahlbac–agency.com

Picture Books (0-3 Years), Chapter Books (3-6 Years)
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Stella
Ted Forsström, Åsa  Lucander

An interactive and playful bedtime story for toddlers featuring a very loud dog with 
a big imagination! 

 
 � A unique collaboration between comedian Ted Forsström and Aardman director 
Åsa Lucander

� Nominated for the Finlandia Prize 2023 and rights sold to 10 languages!

� Stella the dog’s thoughts mimic the lively imagination of toddlers

� Features comforting routine and interactive fun: Toddlers will love to join in the 
repeating tongue twister telling Stella to behave

A father tries to put his child to bed, but keeps getting interrupted by Stella the 
dog barking hysterically. Something unexpected always happens, and the reader is 
treated to Stella’s lively imagination: it may be a door opening or a car driving by, but 
Stella is strongly convinced it’s Grandma coming to give her food, or that squirrels 
have built a nest in the toaster.

Anyone who has ever tried to put a child to bed knows how cozy yet fragile the 
situation is. It requires the right amount of patience and determination. The right 
bedtime story can be the key to a successful, quiet night. Stella is full of warmth, 
playful rhymes and an unusual mix of familiar ordinariness with fantastic antics.

Stella is a book you can read again and again, night after night.

"In the book, a storytime during a weekday evening derails when the family’s dog 
starts barking. The expressive illustrations and colour palette contribute nicely to 
the atmosphere of the story and the language is packed with inventive rhymes and 
details where imagination wins over everyday life. In the work, the cozy weekday 
evening is interrupted by chaos in a way that gives your laughing muscles a good 
workout. A guaranteed fun reading time in both Swedish and Finnish."
 – Motivation of the Finlandia Prize jury

"Children's books about bedtime are a classic theme, but Ted Forsström and 
Åsa Lucander create something new by presenting STELLA from the dog's 
perspective. [...] Ted Forsström and Åsa Lucander create a nice variation of 
the durable theme by letting the chaos-at-bedtime-story be about something 
different than the expected parent-child Ight. (n STELLA 2030)”, it is in fact the 
dog Stella who creates troubles at bedtime.&

Maria Lassén-Seger, Hufvudstadsbladet newspaper (5 star review)

Original publication: Snälla Stella, sluta 
skälla!, Förlaget (orig.), 2023, 44 p

Reading materials: Full English pdf & 
Swedish edition

Rights sold: FINLAND, SWEDEN: Förlaget 
(orig. Finland-Swedish); FINLAND: Etana 
Editions (Finnish), DENMARK: Gads 
Forlag, ESTONIA: Tammerraamat, GERMANY: 
Mixtvision, HUNGARY: Cerkabella, NORTH 
MACEDONIA: Ars Lamina, POLAND: 
Widnokrag, SLOVAKIA: Arkus, TURKEY: 
Doğan Kitap, USA: Spinning Wheel Stories

About the Author

Photo credit: Eva Lingon

Ted Forsström

Ted Forsström is a Finnish-Swedish 
media personality, author, and 
comedian based in Ostrobothnia. He 
has worked as an actor, director, and 
screenwriter, and is widely known as 
one half of the popular duo Ted K ja3.

Forsström also creates children’s 
content for Svenska Yle. In 2023, he 
published the Finlandia-nominated 
children’s book Stella together with 
illustrator Åsa Lucander. In spring 
2025, the follow-up Stiven was 
published.

Photo credit: Karni Arieli

Åsa  Lucander

The Finlandia-nominated Stella 
(2023) was the 'rst picture book 
by Åsa Lucander, who, in addition 
to being a director and illustrator 
at Aardman Animations, has also 
animated music videos for artists 
such as Coldplay. She created the 
book together with Ted Forsström. 
In spring 2025 her and Ted@s second 
collaboration, Stiven, was published.

Reading materials and rights inquiries: infoEahlbackagency.com

Picture Books (0-3 Years), Chapter Books (3-6 Years)
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Itty Bitty Princess and the Fart Fairy’s Surprise 
Clean-Up
Hannele Lampela, Ninka Reittu

This new Itty Bitty Princess picture book teaches, in true Itty Bitty style, how to keep 
the children’s room a little tidier and help adults keep their cool.

� Bestselling series, 700,000 copies sold!

� Itty Bitty Princess 2lm released in 404v and second one in defelopment!

� Rights 6or the bestselling standalone picture books 6eaturing Itty Bitty Princess 
hafe been sold to K territories

� Hannele Lampela has been awarded the prestigious zaarina Helakisa PriJe 6or her 
work and she has been nominated 6or the Runeberg 1unior award 409A, the Storytel 
Finland 3ward 4040, and 3rfid Lydecken 3ward 6our times, most recently in 404–

Itty Bitty’s dad believes the house should always be neat and tidy, while Itty Bitty 
thinks it’s perfectly mne to live in a bit of a !essA gfter all, playin. is way !ore fun 
than cleanin.L Fuckily, Itty Bitty co!es up with the idea that the Dart Dairy can take 
care of the cleanin. for herL But to her surprise, xad has his own e—citin. cleanin. 
plan T and to.ether they mnd a co!pro!ise that !akes everyone happyL

-hrou.h this story, children will discover the !a.ic of cleanin. and mnally learn how 
to keep their roo!s in order T for the sake of both .rownYups and fart fairiesL

gt the end of the book, a !a.ical cleanin. trick is revealed to help keep the ho!e a 
little tidierL PayA

"Hannele Lampela’s incredibly funny storytelling and Ninka Reittu’s spot-on 
illustrations are like candy for the children’s bookshelf! I laughed out loud on 
nearly every page — and the topic hits home for every family.”

E jlli,  Bookseller, Suomalainen ziräakauppa, Ideapark, Tampere Lemp''l'

Original publication: jrinsessa jikkiriikki 
Ka äakkakeiKun siivousyllOtys, 2tava, 0504, E5 
p

Reading materials: Dull Nn.lish jxD

Rights sold: DI:Fg:x( 2tava )ori.LS, 
NH-2:Ig( äirKastus Nlust Nnesest

About the Author

jhoto credit( :iki Htrbian

'annele Fa!pela

Hannele Lampela:s lovable works 
have been praised above all for their 
rich hu!or and ability to truly show 
the world fro! a childzs perspectiveL 
Hhe has the ability to enchant her 
readers, and that is why both children 
and adults love her storiesL Hhe has 
been awarded the presti.ious äaarina 
'elakisa jriRe for her work and she 
has been no!inated for Juneber. 
1unior award in 059C and for Htorytel 
gward, and grvid Fydecken gward 
mve ti!es, !ost recently in 0504L 
In addition to her mctional works, 
Fa!pela has written and created  a 
world of stories for the ne—t national 
gBq book of Dinnish schoolsL

jhoto credit( 1onne JOsOnen

:inka Jeittu

:inka Jeittu is an illustrator and 
childrenzs book writerL

Jeittu lives in an old cler.y house in 
Fiperi, Dinland and in HcotlandL -heir 
fa!ily also includes two cats, several 
do.s, and a @ock of sheepL

In addition to her own picture 
books Messi ja Mysteeri and Sinä 
olet superrakas, she has illustrated 
the titles of 'annele Fa!pela )Y
The Itty-Bitty PrincessS and äreetta 
2nkelinL

Jeadin. !aterials and ri.hts in@uiries( infoAahlbacka.encyLco!

Picture Books (0-3 Years)
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Little Shop of Nightmares 4: The Crystal Skull
Magdalena Hai, Teemu Juhani

A chapter book series full of quirky characters and inventive plotlines – workdays are 
never dull in the Little Shop of Nightmares

� Super success: rights sold in 30 territories!

� Now in a a wonderful new picture book format!

� Book #5 to be published in 2026 – the adventure continues!

� Mystery and horror paired with laugh-out-loud humour for younger middle grade

� With quirky 4-colour illustrations on every page, this series is perfect for Frst-time 
and reluctant readers!

� Magdalena Hai is the winner of the Pinlandia zriYe in Children and RA literature 
2023!

Nine-year-old Nina starts her job at the Little Shop of Nightmares where she meets 
a bunch of weird characters – and befriends them! Spooky, quirky, and full of humour, 
this series for younger middle grade readers ticks all the boxes – no wonder it has 
been translated in 30 territories!

Book #4: CKRSTAL SU1LL:

The Little Shop of Nightmares crew Cnds out that a pirate sailing competition is 
coming to town! Gompeting to be the fastest pirate ship are the Zhosts, the Bombies, 
the Sirens and the Petter virates – all of whom want the Grystal Skull that has been 
giMen to .rK Wook for safekeeping at the Little Shop of NightmaresK  9hen the Grystal 
Skull suddenly goes missing from the shop, little Nina and her friends start their 
inMestigation – and the suspects are a-plenty!

Book #G The Terrible Tickling zowder:  9hen Nina, : years old, enters The Little Shop 
of Nightmares in hopes of getting a job, she is greeted by an odd sight’ shopkeeper 
.rK Wook is rolling on the Ooor, unable to stop laughingK

Book #2 The Mystery of the Missing Teeth: Nina goes to buy ice cream after her Crst 
work day at The Little Shop of NightmaresK Put at the ice cream shop she discoMers 
a Mampire – without teeth!

Book #3 Sticky the Terrible Snowman: The Little Shop of Nightmares is getting buried 
in snow! Nina and vaddy are trying to Cnd the cause of the snowstorm, but thatYs 
easier said than doneK

Enchanting series, well-written, with funny illustrations, stimulates children’s 
imagination. A delightful blend of fantasy and humor. The amazing illustrations 
in each page feature dynamic characters and unexpected goosebumps!”

– Lindy Ealatis, Dditorial ;irector, ;ioptra, Ereece

Original publication: vainajaispuoti’ 
Wristallikallon tapaus, 9S25, 4048, FE p

Reading materials: Iinnish editionIull 
Anglish text

Rights sold: IDNL(N)’ 9S25 HorigKR, 
NATVAUL(N)S’ )e Jier 9indstreken, 
N2U9(5’ Iontini, v2UTöZ(L’ vUV, S9A)AN’ 
Vegas, T(D9(N’ .orning Star

About the Author

vhoto credit’ äuha T'rmzlz

.agdalena Vai

Magdalena Hai is an award-winning 
author, loMer of cross-genre Cction 
and all things strangeK Ver Cction 
often combines elements of sci-C, 
fantasy and horrorK Ver Little Shop 
of Nightmares series has been sold 
to 30 territories around the worldK 
(mong Vai&s many accolades are 
winning the Iinlandia vri/e for 
children&s and 5( literature and the 
Iinnish Literary Axport vri/e, and 
being nominated  the Nordic Gouncil 
Ghildren @ 5oung veople&s Literature 
vri/eK Pesides being an author, Vai 
teaches writing and is an actiMe 
member and editor in the publishing 
co-operatiMe 2suuskummaK

vhoto credit’ äonne Uzsznen J 
2taMa

Teemu äuhani

Teemu Juhani is a Iinnish illustrator, 
comic artist and picture book 
author whose illustrations haMe been 
published in picture books and 
children&s Cction in oMer 40 countriesK 
Dn addition to children&s books 
Teemu has illustrated maga/ines and 
educational materialK 2riginally from 
the Celds and woods of North Warelia, 
Teemu now liMes, works and eats way 
too many cakes in VelsinkiK

Ueading materials and rights inquiries’ infoKahlbackagencyKcom

Chapter Books (6-9 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Bride of Prankenstein
Kaisa Paasto, Mari Ahokoivu

The very popular Prankenstein is back! Well, not quite.

After the previous prank disaster, Elmeri has sworn off pranks for good. No more 
pranks. At all. Zilch. Until someone starts pulling pranks on Principal Ruustinen, 
making it look like Elmeri is behind it. And things just keep getting worse…

� Illustrator Mari Ahokoivu won the Puupäähattu Comic Book Award 2023 and has 
been nominated for the Finlandia Prize in 2021

� A sequel to PRANKENSTEIN from the successful author-illustrator duo

� For fans of Diary of a Wimpy Kid

� The World Spanish rights to PRANKENSTEIN were sold alongside with the rights 
to Latvia and Poland

� Full English text available

Elmeri is excited about the big trip to Stockholm with Mima (the girl next door 
who’s “pretty okay”) and the other members of the student council. But now Principal 
Ruustinen wants to punish Elmeri, and the whole trip is on the line!

It’s clear that Elmeri’s arch-nemesis Leo is behind all of this – or is he?

The original Prankenstein has to come out of retirement. He can’t just rest on his 
laurels when great deeds are waiting to be done.

Also available:

Prankenstein:
 The Wfth grader Elmeri has never seriously considered a career as a prankster. But 
he manages to do a superbly great prank – completely accidentally. Elmeri’s cousin 
Robin thinks his chance has come and becomes Elmeri’s Personal Prankster Trainer. 
zith his coaching, Elmeri will be the ama2ing Prankenstein and his best prank will 
be remembered by future generations!

PRAISE for PRANKENSTEIN:

The tightening plot is built on the suspense that comes waiting for the visit of the 
president and a magician. [--] Like in Anni the Friend Tamer -series [also by Paasto 
& Ahokoivu], the strength of Prankenstein  lies in its straightforward portrayal of an 
ordinary family."

–Lastenkirjahylly blog

Original publication: Prankensteinin 
morsian, Tammi, 0501, F55 p

Reading materials: Dull English text, 
Dinnish PND

Rights sold: DIVLAVN: Tammi, LATēIA: 
POtergailis, z&RLN SPAVISH (excl. Spain): 
ē/R Editoras

About the Author

Photo credit: &tto ēirtanen K 
Tammi 0505

Caisa Paasto

Kaisa Paasto spent her childhood in 
the north of Dinland and now lives in 
Espoo with her husband, two children 
and Saku the dog. Caisa has a master’s 
degree in Jomparative Literature and 
has previously worked as translator, 
content specialist and entrepreneur. 
Apart from the Anni books she has 
published psychological thrillers for 
adults by Storytel &riginal.

Photo credit: Antti Ahokoivu

Mari Ahokoivu

Mari Ahokoivu is a Dinnish illustrator 
and a comics artist. She’s been 
drawing professionally for over F5 
years, mainly drawing graphic novels 
and comics for children, including 
Sanni / äoonas and Lola &lifante. 
Ahokoivu loves everything cute and 
scary. She lives and works in 
Jopenhagen.

Mari Ahokoivu won the Puup33hattu 
Jomic Book Award 050G, and together 
with Laura Ertimo, they won the 
Tieto-Lauri Award 0500 and were 
nominated for the Dinlandia Pri2e 
050F for zHERE NIN THE AVIMALS 
q&?!

Reading materials and rights in@uiries: infoGahlbackagency.com

Chapter Books (6-9 Years), Middle Grade (8-12 Years)
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Count Silently To Ten
Laura  Lähteenmäki

A novel about friendship, growing up, and the importance of childhood play

� Nominated for the Nordic Council’s Literature Prize 2024!

� Rights sold to Estonia, Germany, Italy and Poland!

A novel about friendship, growing up, and the importance of childhood play

� Nominated for the Nordic Council’s Literature Prize 2024!

� Rights sold to Estonia, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Denmark, Czechia and Poland!

Myy, Viivi, Heta, Aada, and Camilla are a close-knit group of wve girls hPo call 
tPemselves ä.tkiksetB Sut as tPe fourtP grade drahs to a close, Myy wnds tPat 
sometPing Pas cPangedB ’Pe feels tPat sPeWs no longer part of tPe gangB ’Pe notices 
tPat lively conversations fall silent hPen sPe approacPes Per friendsB bPen tPe girls 
Pug eacP otPer in a tigPt circle, tPereWs no room for MyyB

Count Silently to Ten is a story aLout friendsPip Letheen girls and tPe cPanges tPat 
come aLout as you groh up, Lut hPicP are difwcult to acceptB Myy is left out and feels 
tPat tPere may Le sometPing hrong hitP Per, since sPe still hants to play and isnWt 
interested in make-up and grohing upB As tPings Lecome difwcult hitP tPe girls, a 
neh Loy in tPe area provides a honderful opportunity for Myy to tProh Perself into 
tPe horld of playB Myy and jassi run to a nearLy forest and immerse tPemselves in a 
Toint game hPere time and space disappearB

–Pe novel descriLes a summer on tPe Lorder Letheen cPildPood and adolescenceB 
AltPougP tPe Look depicts cPildPood in our time, tPe portrayal of play captures tPe 
timeless cParm and poher of cPildPood gamesB

PRAISE:

Count Silently to Ten is a wuently r,itteng lincuistibally feautihul bdil’,envs nomel tdat 
’esb,ifes a su..e, on tde fo,’e, fetreen bdil’doo’ an’ a’olesbenbeA kltdoucd tde 
foop ’e"ibts bdil’doo’ in ou, ti.eg tde "o,t,ayal oh "lay ba"tu,es tde ti.eless bda,. an’ 
"ore, oh bdil’doo’ ca.esA N zordic Council jiterary äri&e TuryWs motivation

“Spending this summer with Myy is like revisiting your childhood with its mixture of 
carefree simplicity and insidious complexity, when the .rst adolescent issues appear” 
A truly relatable and touching reading experience”q N jisette AgerLo Holm, editor, 
’traarup D Co, Oenmark

“A wonderful story about friendship and belonging, and about play as both a source 
of power and a refuge when you’re not -uite ready to grow up yet”q N Elivia ,öditor, 
jilla äiratfYrlaget, ’heden

(knyone rdo is )o, onbe ras1 ten yea,s ol’ rill i’entihy 0%%% ritd tdis ci,l 
baucdt fetreen bdil’doo’ an’ c,orinc u" st,ucclinc to &n’ de, "labeA k 
feautihully tol’g &nely ofse,me’ bdil’,envs foop afout tde "ore, oh h,ien’sdi"A(

W Viebke Anderse, Editor, Carlsen 6erlag

Original publication: jaske salaa 
kymmeneen, b’E2, 0306, 03F p

Reading materials: önglisP sample D 
synopsis, Iull ’hedisP translation, IinnisP 
edition

Rights sold: I:zjAzO( b’E2 )origBZ, 
CáöCH:A( äortRl, OözMAKÜ( ’traarup D Co , 
ö’–Ez:A( EG Hea jugu, 1öKMAz2( Carlsen 
Verlag 1mLH, :–Aj2( –erre di me&&o, äEjAzO( 
MucPomor, ’böOöz( jilla äiratfYrlaget

About the Author

äPoto credit( Veikko 
’omerpuro

jaura  j.Pteenm.ki

Laura Lähteenmäki is a IinnisP hriter of cPildrenWs and youtP literatureB ’ince Per deLut youtP novel in 9887, 
sPe Pas hritten around thenty horksB j.Pteenm.ki hrites aLout young peopleWs lives and tPeir searcP for a 
place of tPeir ohnB ’Pe has aharded tPe Arvid jydecken pri&e for a wrst-class cPildrenWs novel for Per Look 
MarenkikeiTu in 033J and Per hork Pas also Leen nominated for tPe –opelius and Iinlandia !unior pri&esB 
Her latest novel Count Silently to Ten has nominated for the 2024 Nordic Council Literature Prizex jaura 
j.Pteenm.ki lives in !yv.skyl. and, in addition to Per hork as a hriter, sPe is eqecutive editor in a puLlisPing 
PouseB

Keading materials and rigPts in@uiries( infoJaPlLackagencyBcom

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Mabel Merryweather and the Gentle Genie
Noora Kunnas, Teemu Juhani

Mabel Merryweather is BACK! Part vfe oc the curiously cunny ’hildrenFs mystery series 
by a kinnish ’hildrenFs booR author who lofes Doald zahl and ’raSy stories!

� 9eries sold to W territories!
� xinner oc the Pri2 Chronos 030p in 9witSerland! The griSe honours booRs cor 
’hildren that degi’t ’onfifiality and e2’han.e between diccerent .enerations#

What happens when Pippi Longstocking meets Miss Marple? Meet the eccentric 
supergranny Mabel Merryweather in this middle grade mystery series full of quirky 
characters and hilarious plot twists!

BooR 5:1 Mabel Merryweather and the Gentle Genie
 A well-known antiquarian arrives in Dalton to evaluate people’s old belongings. 
While rummaging through Mabel’s storage room, Nick and Lilly 1nd an old bottle 
that has been inhabited by a genie who has now disappeared. According to Mabel, 
the genie ful1lls all wishes but he is half deaf, meaning that the wishes are rarely 
ful1lled correctly.

People’s treasures start to disappear and other peculiar incidents are plaguing Dalton. 
A cruise ship appears on a lake and 5x muscle-Ie:ing bodybuilders appear on the 
town square. St takes the ingenuity of Nick, Lilly, and Mabel and the help of the gentle 
genie to catch the villains.

Also availableT

5( Mabel Merryweather and the Miniature Pirates )03(W4

50 Mabel Merryweather and Kin. oc Thiefes )03034
5p Mabel Merryweather and Cheesy Mystery )030(4
5j Mabel Merryweather and the Crowbar Gala )03004

“Two children, two elderly people, a rooster and a horde of mini pirates: A colorful 
bouquet of different people and animals plays into this story and makes the 
book a unique and humorous reading pleasure.”

Pri2 Chronos 030p 9ury

Original publication: jalmanterin öerttu 
Oa h2veli henki, 0tava, 737x, 5GF p

Reading materials: Eerman PD4 books 
5-7, Danish PD4 book 5 and te:t book 
7, Stalian PD4 book 5, 4innish PD4 books 
5-x (nglish sample books 5-) and (nglish 
synopsis all books

Rights sold: 4SNLANDT 0tava äorig.K

About the Author

Photo creditT (milia LiinpHH

Noora zunnas

Noora Kunnas is a children’s author 
from Belsinki, 4inland. jhe has the 
knack for making both children 
and grownups laugh while they’re 
immersed in her –any books. jhe 
loves animals and Rritish humor J 
she grew up watching Jeeves and 
Wooster and eating ice cream straight 
from the container. zunnas draws her 
inspiration from the world of /oald 
Dahl. öhe trademark of her books 
is a nutty humor, spiced with quirky 
characters, as well as the titillating 
mood of various settings, where 
anything J and we mean anything J 
is possible.

Photo creditT 'onne /HsHnen @ 
0tava

öeemu 'uhani

Teemu Juhani is a 4innish illustrator, 
comic artist and picture book 
author whose illustrations have been 
published in picture books and 
childrenEs 1ction in over 73 countries. 
Sn addition to childrenEs books 
öeemu has illustrated maga–ines and 
educational material. 0riginally from 
the 1elds and woods of North zarelia, 
öeemu now lives, works and eats way 
too many cakes in Belsinki.

/eading materials and rights inquiriesT infoFahlbackagency.com

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


The Secret Staircase
Salla Simukka,  JP Ahonen 

� Nominated for the Finlandia Prize 2024 in Children's & YA Literature!

� Estonian and Czech rights sold!

� Grounded fantasy with a classic feel for fans of Michael Ende and Maria Gripe

� Salla Simukka is the recipient of the Topelius Prize 2013 and Finland Prize 2013 
and has been nominated for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award every year since 
2021. Her Snow White trilogy was sold into 53 territories

� JP Ahonen is a comic book artist and illustrator whose unique Belzebubs project 
has achieved cult status internationally

An exciting and touching novel about two boys, who live in the same house but in 
different realities. Can their friendship cross the border separating two worlds?

10-year-old Alexis’ family moves to a house where he gets the attic room. Another 
10-year-old-boy, Max, moves to a house, where a great basement room is waiting 
for him. Soon the boys notice something weird in their houses: Alexis hears voices 
under the koor, even though they don’t have a basement. Max’s ears picW up someone 
playing an instrument from the attic, even though no one is there.

zhen the two boys Bnally meet, they reali"e that they can visit each other’s worlds 
at night time. –ut will their friendship endanger everything when the worlds start to 
blur into each other?

KThe best about this book are its main characters: they approach mysteries with curiosity, 
and they are led by kindness. The charming illustrations make sure that we can feel 
present with the two boys as they are discovering their new home from basement to the 
attic, and that we can see how they become friends along the way.K

ó Hatalin MiWT, translator, [ungary

“]he Secret Staircase is a stylish and fascinating children’s novel. j---P The cooperation of 
the author-illustrator duo works well: the illustrations by Ahonen bring a nice atmosphere 
to Simukka’s fascinating story. The two parallel worlds have small differences and there 
is a pleasant weirdness for the reader to ponder on.”

ó MiWWo on Wir2avinWit.B

In this tantalisingly evocative fantasy, the text and vivid illustrations merge into 
a %ne, polished whole. The story is about solving mysteries, making great friends 
and adapting to huge changes, whether it’s family or the vastness of dimensional 
boundaries. The narrative is engaging and the illustrations add delicious detail 
with a lightness of touch that encourages the novice reader to move forward.

– The 2024 Finlandia Prize jury

Original publication: 4oiWa ullaWolla, 
poiWa Wellarissa, ]ammi, E0E&, E00 p

Reading materials: Fnglish sample I 
synopsis, Ninnish edition

Rights sold: NLD(AD): ]ammi Zorig.á, 
COFC[LA: 4ortÜl, FS]UDLA: Ghinenud 
A2aWir2ad, [RDYAöú: CicerT H/nyvst5diT

About the Author

4hoto credit: Uuti 
4uhaWWa3]ammi

Salla SimuWWa

Salla Simukka is the author of 
the international success story ]he 
Snow zhite ]rilogy: rights are sold 
in Jä territories and in [ollywood. 
She has written several novels for 
young readers and her accolades 
include the ]opelius 4ri"e E01ä and 
the Ninland 4ri"e E01ä. SimuWWa 
has been nominated for the Astrid 
(indgren Memorial Award  every 
year E0E1óE0E&. zhere Lt All –egins, 
published in E0EE, is her Brst novel 
for adults and in E0E& she started 
a collaboration with 94 Ahonen on a 
middle grade novel.

4hoto credit: Mar2aana 
MalWam8Wi

 94 Ahonen 

JP Ahonen Z1Vq1á is a comic booW 
artist, illustrator, and the author of 
several newspaper strips in his native 
Ninland. [e is best Wnown for his 
graphic novel SLDY DU F@L( and 
the critically acclaimed strip series 
–F(OF–R–S, which has evolved from 
a humble webcomic into a uniQue 
cross-media pro2ect, interweaving 
comics, music and animation.

öeading materials and rights inQuiries: infoRahlbacWagency.com

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)

mailto:info@ahlbackagency.com


Monster Nanny
Tuutikki Tolonen, Pasi Pitkänen

Mary Poppins meets Where the Wild Things Are in this prize-winning series.

Rights sold in 38 territories!

A feature vlm in decelopment, bo-produbed Sy Ridley Lbott!

Monster Nanny is the winner of Arcid 2ydebken Award 016( and the Monster Nanny 
series was a Anni Polca Award nominee 7016)V

Tuutikki Tolonen is also the winner of the 2ukuJarkaus Award 0106 and has Seen 
nominated for the Arcid 2ydebken Award 0106, the Anni Polca Award 0106, and has 
rebeiced an honoraSle Mention at the RuneSerg :unior Award 0106

The Hellman children must make do with a nanny while their mother is away at a 
spa. The only problem? Their nanny is a monster.

Grah is hairy, dusty, and doesn’t talk. When the siblings discover that other 
neighborhood kids have been left with similar creatures, they start to wonder where 
the monsters came from. With the parents away, the kids work together (between 
bickering) to ”gure out the mystery of the monsters.

Praise–

PThe upbeat tone, oddball details, and äitk&nen’s humorous b“w cartoons combine 
to create a strange but entertaining romp that will surprise readers at every turn.P U 
PuSlishers Weekly, —LA

…-a diverting and different read4aloud.P K Firkus

…This riddle4”lled story is original, touching, incredible.P 5./K/ stars K 2icresse des 
2icres Slog, Branbe

PThe unMappable Halley, the resourceful joby, and the self4possessed ximi, inspired 
by her talking blue bathrobe, have the right stuff to be perfect ”ctional friends for a 
home4alone school holiday. The Hellman children’s monster, Grah, is far from a xary 
äoppins, but in that honored tradition of children who ”nd fantastic adventures Iust 
beyond the purview of parents, this one is right on target to enchant middle readers 
who dream of summer fun during these long winter nights.P U 9ooks Bor Fids 9log, 
—LA

PThis was an eöcellent book because it had characters that 2 could relate to and an 
interesting story. 2 liked that the story had a happy ending. 2 would recommend this 
book because it is a fun story that is ”lled with adventures and mysteries.P U Fids 
9ook 9uzz Slog, —LA

Within its pages, children outsmart adults, sense the vulnerable emotions of the 
monsters, and come to depend upon themselves and new friends. Loose-lined ink 
illustrations add extra humor to this imaginative fantasy, and plentiful dialogue 
makes it prime for reading aloud.”

K 9ooklist

Original publication: x0rk0vahti, 
Tammi, 13E/, F3F p

Reading materials: Nnglish edition

Rights sold: L2AD:ABU Tammi (orig.), 
, :DS:A2:U Westprint, :ROTZ:D2:U :llen 
“ Rnwin, SVOA2: “ HNZCNGVJ2A:U 
Oahinpasic, SZ:C2DU BarkOide Sooks, 
SRDG:Z2:U Zobertino, á:T:D:AU Da Galera, 
áH2A:U SeiIing áhildren and Yuvenile 
äublishing House, áZV:T2:U CnanIe, áCNáH 
ZNäRSD2áU äortzl, s. r. o., BNAx:ZjU 
Turbine forlaget, NOTVA2:U Tiritamm, L2Dx 
Z2GHTOU OáVTT LZNN L2DxO, LZ:AáNU Zobert 
Daffont, GNZx:AÉU áarl Hanser Jerlag GmbH 
“ áV. jG., GZNNáNU äatakis äublishers, 
HRAG:ZÉU Tessloff Sabilon, 2T:DÉU Oalani, 
Y:ä:AU ONj:2SRAj: äublishing, jVZN:U 
Oeosawon áo., Dtd., D:TJ2:U CvaigÖne 
:Sá äublishers, D2THR:A2:U Aieko ZimtoK 
äublishing House Aothing Oerious, 
ANTHNZD:ABOU Duitingh4OiIthof, AVZW:ÉU 
Gyldendal, äVD:ABU Jesper, äVZTRG:DU :O: 
Nditions, ZVx:A2:U Nditura Rnivers OZD, 
ZROO2:U Zosman, ONZS2:U Daguna, ODVJ:j2:U 
:rkus, ODVJNA2:U xladinska jnIiga CaloÖba, 
Oä:2AU Da Galera, OWNBNAU Z:SqA “ 
OY@GZNA, TRZjNÉU ONJ äublishing K 
Zedhouse jidÖ, RjZ:2ANU Ochool äublishing 
House, RA2TNB OT:TNOU Houghton xifMin 
Harcourt, J2NTA:xU Aha Aam äublishing

About the Author

ähoto creditU Vtto Jirtanen

Tuutikki Tolonen

Tuutikki Tolonen is the author of 
several acclaimed children’s books, 
plays and academic articles. Lor 
Monster Nanny she received the :rvid 
Dydecken award. Ohe teaches creative 
writing and has worked as an editor 
and reporter at Vinski, a Linnish 
literary magaÖine for children.

ähoto creditU Yari Ziihim&ki

äasi äitk&nen

Pasi Pitkänen has become known for 
his richly detailed illustrative work 
on several children’s books such as 
the xonster Aanny trilogy by Tuutikki 
Tolonen, as well as his own picture 
books like Monster Tournament. He has 
also worked at Zovio Nntertainment 
as an illustrator, character designer 
and graphic designer for :ngry Sirds.

Zeading materials and rights inMuiriesU infoNahlbackagency.com

Middle Grade (8-12 Years)
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Anaché
Maria Turtschaninoff

A mythic, emotionally powerful and unique fantasy from the award-winning author 
of Tangled Roots!

� Maria Turtschaninoff’s YA series Red Abbey Chronicles has been sold to 31 
territories, and her vrst adult no2el to !3 territoriesS

� Maria Turtschaninoff is a two-time winner of the Lociety of Lwedish Piterature 
zri0e, a nominee for the Astrid Pindgren Memorial Award, and winner of the !41F 
Iinlandia zri0eS

� Timeless themes of grief, gender identity, queerness, and rebellion feel e2en more 
rele2ant today

� Rich, literary fantasy with strong feminist and queer themes

Anaché is an unforgettable novel – ,erced tenperd anp peeylm hu!anw

Anaché gro.s uy in a no!apic fa!ilmd unper the strict pisciyline of her fatherH ’er 
belovep brother ’uor teaches her to huntd ,ght anp ripe a horsed things that girls 
are not usuallm allo.ep to poH Anachéjs future is !ayyep out for herd kust li2e it is for 
all the girls in the tribeH After a pif,cult .interd Anachéjs !other anp brother pieH ’er 
grief is so strong that in orper to holp on to her lovep onesd she beco!es so!eone 
elseH

Anaché .as originallm yublishep in 01I0d anp still feels astonishinglm ti!elmH Mn her 
fantasm noveld Taria xurtschaninoff eBylores the!es of trans ipentitmd genper rolesd 
cli!ate changed anp yatriarchal yo.erH (ut above alld it is a s.eeyingd irresistible storm 
kust li2e xurtschaninoffjs ,rst apult novel Tangled Roots )Arvejord-H

zRAEL:–

“With Anaché, Turtschaninoff conmrbs her ayilit; to constantl; reinvent herselfp her 
krevious yoows are all clearl; related, yut each has a distinct bood and voice of its o.n 
and tawes the reader to an entirel; ne. klace”P

S Agnes (roo!éd R.epish (oo2 Kevie.

“Turtschaninoff dra.s deekl; frob folwlore and b;tholog; in a yroad sense” The .orld of 
the .orw feels real” ’henobena of the skiritual realb are naturall; .oven into the lives 
and realit; of the characters” The authorxs ibagination is ine"haustiyle and incrediyl; 
rich”P

S :irsin 2irkanur22a blog

—Turtschaninoff has beticulousl; crafted the .orld of the stekke and its 
keokle)so vivid and culturall; grounded that it recalls real nobadic triyes, ;et 
also richl; anibated .ith bagic and skiritshere”—

k Marit Pindq2ist, L2ens2a Yle

Original publication: Anachéå !mter frFn 
a22aped ö3rlagetd 01I0d 8E1 y

Reading materials: Nnglish sa!yled 
R.epish epition

Rights sold: öMLDALWå ö3rlaget 
)öinnishSR.epish-d RPNWNLå ö3rlaget

About the Author

Vhoto crepitå /ei22o 
Ro!eryuroJxa!!i

Taria xurtschaninoff

Maria Turtschaninoff is 2no.n for crafting lmricald historicallm insyirep fantasm stories starring strong fe!ale 
yrotagonistsH Mn appition to UHKHKH xol2iend she counts Vhiliy Vull!and Grsula :H De Cuin anp zHRH De.is a!ong 
her favorite authorsH Rhe is a t.oSti!e .inner of the Rocietm of R.epish Diterature VriYed .inner of the 
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The Horned God
Magdalena Hai

Creeping horror for the YA audience

�  Winner of the Laivakello Prize 2024!

�  Winner of the Finlandia Prize for children’s and YA literature of 2023! Nominated 
for the Topelius Prize of 2024!

� Rights sold in 8 languages & a bestseller in Finland with over 6,000 copies sold

�  Magdalena Hai’s books have been sold in over 27 territories and she has been 
nominated for several prestigious awards (Finlandia Prize, Nordic Council Literature 
Prize)

�  Magdalena Hai is the winner of the Finnish Literary Export Prize (2017) and 
Kaarina Helakisa Prize (2020)

When death touches your life, everything changes.

Lauri wakes up in the hospital after a fatal car crash and he doesn’t remember much 
about it. Mom is dead and now life has changed drastically.

When Lauri starts his slow recovery in a small town at his aunt’s house, he has an 
unpleasant feeling that everything is not right. The dead don’t stay dead and the 
beautiful neighbor Vilja-Maaria doesn’t want to live. When an ominous creature with 
antlers appears behind the window, Lauri begins to see nightmarish dreams that feel 
too real.

"There is a strong atmosphere in this year’s winning book. In addition to the mood, 
there are fascinating, neat sentences and important themes in the book, such as the 
selvessness of parental lo-e, selfAaccusations, antiAracism, corona-irus, the acceptance of 
loss. jnd horror. If I had to [ustify my selection with three sentences, I would not need 
three sentences. I don’t e-en need three words. —]H I would lo-e to see this —bookH as a 
Mlm directed by zayao ”iya1aki.7

– Herra Ylppö, Finlandia Literature Prize 2023 in children’s and YA literature grand 
juror

LxAyearAold Bauri wakes up in hospital after a car accident. zis mother has 
deceased, and father is in a coma in hospital. The horror story beautifully links 
the descriptions of reco-ering from a big loss, the grueling presence of awful 
things, the guilt caused by mistakes and the act of letting go. The no-el which 
invuences the reader on many le-els also describes in a li-ely matter the 
e-eryday life of teenagers, eSperiences of mental health struggles, and racism. 
Nelow the horror elements there is an undercurrent that ties people together. 
jt times in a painful way.

– The 2024 Topelius Award Jury

Original publication: Sarvijumala, Otava, 
2023, 162 p

Reading materials: English sample and 
synopsisFinnish editionNorwegian edition

Rights sold: FINLAND: Otava (orig.), 
DENMARK: ABC Forlag, ESTONIA: Päike & 
Pilv, HUNGARY: Metropolis, NORWAY: Gursli 
Berg Forlag, SLOVENIA: Didakta, SWEDEN: 
Epix, UKRAINE: Bohdan

About the Author

Photo credit: Juha Törmälä

Magdalena Hai

Magdalena Hai is an award-winning author, lover of cross-genre 'ction and all things strange. Her 'ction 
often combines elements of sci-', fantasy and horror. Her Bittle /hop of 0ightmares series has been sold to 
30 territories around the world. Among Haizs many accolades are winning the Finlandia Priqe for childrenzs 
and YA literature and the Finnish Literary Export Priqe, and being nominated  the Nordic Council Children & 
Young Peoplezs Literature Priqe. Besides being an author, Hai teaches writing and is an active member and 
editor in the publishing co-operative Osuuskumma.
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