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Welcome to the What on Earth Books
and Britannica Books Children’s Catalogue
What a fabulous selection of titles we have in store for you this autumn season!
One of our main objectives at What on Earth Books and Britannica Books is to
help children see the world differently. And there’s no better example than our
beautifully illustrated flagship Autumn 2021 title from geologist Steve Tomecek,
Earth is Big. This large format 48-page volume provides a unique context for
our planet, comparing it with a cornucopia of objects from the smallest to the
largest, from the roundest to the most pointy!
We are also thrilled to present new additions to our WoEB series. For younger
readers, we have two more titles in the Zoom board book series – join Maxie in
Building Site Adventure and Bo in Farm Adventure. For children 7+, there’s Amazing
Rivers, the third in our Amazing World series. Travel along many of the world’s
most breath-taking waterways from the Amazon to the Ganges and find out how
our planet’s majestic rivers have not only cradled the first human civilisations but
continue to shape life as we know it today.
On the Britannica Books list, we are delighted to present the Britannica First
Big Book of Why which features more than 100 beautifully illustrated and
fascinating answers to a series of questions of the sort young children ask all
day long. Britannica’s 5-Minute Really True Stories for Family Time takes readers
on a voyage around the world in 30 entrancing stories, all of which show how
people in different cultures and animals across the planet share time together
in that most precious unit of all – the family. Britannica’s 150 First Words helps
parents encourage their toddlers’ efforts at speech. And finally, feast your mind
on Britannica’s Word of the Day – a gorgeously illustrated compendium of 366
bizarre and beautiful words, one for every day of the year.
To round out this catalogue, there is our growing backlist, featuring awardwinning titles from both What on Earth Books and Britannica Books. We hope
they will continue to inspire everyone who believes, as we do, that the real world
really is far more amazing than anything you can make up.

Introduction

Best wishes,
Christopher Lloyd
CEO, Founder, What on Earth Publishing
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Rights Sold: Simplified &
Traditional Chinese, Korean

Earth is Big

A book of comparisons
Steve Tomecek
Illustrated by Marcos Farina
•
•

•
•

Find out how big, small, wet, dry, fast, slow, hot or cold Planet Earth really is
(and much, much more) in this eye-catching book of comparisons
Comparisons connect together a broad range of familiar subjects – including
animals, space, rocks and minerals – to STEAM topics such as physics,
chemistry, mathematics and measurement
Utilises stylish and engaging illustrations and infographics by graphic designer
Marcos Farina to visually communicate concepts
Written by geologist and science communicator Steve Tomecek a.k.a the
Dirtmeister, author of National Geographic Kids’ Everything: Rocks and Minerals.
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Get to know our planet in a whole new way by comparing it to a huge variety of
other incredible things – from tiny particles to giant star clusters. Did you know
soap bubbles are some of the roundest objects in the universe? Or that we humans
are totally outnumbered by chickens? Or that the driest desert on Earth isn’t
scorching but freezing? Tour some of the most extreme places on the planet and
beyond it, take a look at life forms from bacteria to elephants to redwood trees
and explore what makes our planet the perfect home for us. You’ll never see Earth
the same way again!

Author
Steve Tomecek began his professional career
as a geologist (yes, he’s a real scientist!) He
served as the Associate Director for the
Science Museum of Long Island and as the
Science Program Supervisor for the New
York Hall of Science. He has written and has
helped to develop websites for Discovery
Communications, the Johns Hopkins School
of Public Health and Los Alamos Labs. Steve
has written over 45 nonfiction books for
both teachers and kids. He lives in
New York City, USA.

Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 48 pages
Size: 321 x 257 mm
Pub date: 2nd September 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129203-3-4
Age range: 7+ years

Illustrator
Marcos Farina is an Argentine graphic designer &
illustrator. He has a bachelor’s degree in graphic
design from the University of Buenos Aires. He is
a professor at the Faculty of Architecture, Design
and Urbanism of the Buenos Aires University,
where he has taught since 2005.

ISBN 978-1-912920-33-4

9 781912 920334
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Zoom Series
Welcome back to the world of Zoom, where children live their
fantasies and are home in time for supper! Join Maxie and build a
dream skyscraper from the ground up in Zoom: Building Site Adventure
and Bo working on his very own farm in Zoom: Farm Adventure. Each
book has peek-a-boo holes throughout and a surprise pop-up!
Author
Susan Hayes is in awe of children’s limitless
imagination and thirst for knowledge. She strives
to learn from the children she knows and meets,
and to enjoy the world through their fresh, curious
eyes. Susan lives in the East Sussex countryside
of the UK with her own children; her partner Neil;
and two gorgeous but slightly silly ducks, Dolly and
Izzy. She has written dozens of children's books.

Price: £10.99
Format: Board book
Extent: 36 pages
Size: 170 x 150 mm
Pub date: 4th November 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129204-3-3 (Farm)
978-1-9129204-1-9 (Building Site)
Age range: From 12 months

ISBN 978-1-912920-41-9

ISBN 978-1-912920-43-3

Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese
9 781912 920419

9 781912 920433
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Building Site Adventure
Susan Hayes
Illustrated by Susanna Rumiz

Illustrator
Susanna Rumiz is an illustrator based in Italy. She mainly works on children’s books
and likes to draw fun and adventurous stories with a pinch of mystery. In her free
time, she grows jungles on her balcony and collects other people’s shopping lists.

Farm Adventure

Susan Hayes
Illustrated by Aviel Basil

Illustrator
Aviel Basil graduated from Shenkar College of Design in Tel-Aviv, Israel, with a Bachelor’s degree
in graphic design. Since graduating in 2011, Aviel has illustrated more than fifty children’s books.
He also illustrates for magazines and advertising and has worked on character and background
designs for various apps and animations. His style is inspired by 1950s illustration and he loves to
use a bright and colourful palette. He currently works and lives in Tel-Aviv.

7

Backlist titles in the Zoom series
are on the following page

Zoom series
Take a trip back in time with Jasmine and Jamie
to the time of the dinosaurs, explore a lush
rainforest with Lin, dive down to the bottom
of the ocean with Noah and blast off into
space with Ava in these other titles from the
Zoom series. Each book has peek-a-boo holes
throughout and a surprise pop-up!

Price: £10.99
Format: Board book
Extent: 36 pages
Size: 170 x 150 mm
Pub date: 1st April 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129204-5-7 (Dinosaur)
978-1-9129203-9-6 (Rainforest)
978-1-9999679-9-4 (Ocean)
978-1-9999679-7-0 (Space)
Age range: From 12 months

Dinosaur Adventure

Susan Hayes
Illustrated by Sam Rennocks
ISBN 978-1-912920-45-7

9 781912 920457
Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese

Rainforest Adventure

Susan Hayes
Illustrated by Susanna Rumiz
ISBN 978-1-912920-39-6

9 781912 920396
Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese
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Ocean Adventure

Susan Hayes
Illustrated by Sam Rennocks
ISBN 978-1-9999679-9-4

9 781999 967994

Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese

‘It’s nice to see a black boy
having an ocean adventure in a
board book, as representation
of BAME children is still rare
in books for the under 3s.’
BookTrust

Space Adventure
Susan Hayes
Illustrated by Susanna Rumiz
ISBN 978-1-9999679-7-0

9 781999 967970
Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese
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Rights Sold: Simplified & Traditional
Chinese, Vietnamese

Amazing Rivers

100+ Waterways That Will Boggle Your Mind
Julie Vosburgh Agnone
Illustrated by Kerry Hyndman
•
•
•
•
•

Incredible facts and bite-sized information about rivers, from the lush
rainforest that grows along the Amazon to religious festivals along the Ganges.
Discover how rivers have shaped human life for millennia, and continue
to do so today.
Learn about the environmental threats to rivers and what we
can do to protect them.
Part of the Our Amazing World series, which also includes Amazing Islands
and Amazing Treasures. Amazing Animals will follow in 2022.
Includes a world map, lavish double gatefold spread, glossary and index.
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Discover over 100 of the world’s most incredible rivers in this fascinating title
written by children’s author and editor Julie Vosburgh Agnone and llustrated by
Blue Peter prize-winner Kerry Hyndman. Amazing Rivers takes readers on a tour
of the world’s waterways, revealing the animals that call them home, the societies
that rely on them and the environmental issues threatening them along the
way. Other entries in the Our Amazing World series include Amazing Islands and
Amazing Treasures.

Author
Julie Vosburgh Agnone has had a long career
in children’s publishing, starting at National
Geographic. She served as executive editor
for NG Kids magazine and Vice President of
Operations for the Education and Children’s
Media group. Agnone has authored, edited
and managed print and digital magazines,
books and educational products. Recently, she
taught writing and editing courses as a visiting
professional at Ohio University’s E.W. Scripps
School of Journalism. Amazing Rivers is her third
children’s book.

Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 64 pages
Size: 280 x 260 mm
Pub date: 5th August 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129202-5-9
Age range: 7+ years

Illustrator
When she’s not careering down slopes on
her snowboard, Kerry Hyndman works from
her South London studio creating rich,
textured maps and illustrations. Her affinity
for making blocky, abstract shapes take on
three dimensional life with skilful layering has
earned her a formidable client list including
Bloomsbury, Faber and The Wall Street Journal.

ISBN 978-1-912920-25-9

9 781912 920259
11

Rights Sold: Simplified & Traditional
Chinese, Vietnamese

Amazing Treasures

100+ Objects and Places That Will Boggle Your Mind
David Long
Illustrated by Studio Muti
•
•
•
•
•

Explore history, culture, geology and the environment through
treasures ancient and modern, manmade and from nature
Part of the Our Amazing World series, which also includes Amazing Islands.
Two more titles are to come: Amazing Rivers and Amazing Animals
Includes rich illustrations, world map, lavish double gatefold spread,
glossary and index
Incredible facts and bite size information about all sorts of treasures,
from priceless artworks to meteorites and moon rocks
Written by 2017 Blue Peter Book Award winner David Long
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Treasures both natural and manmade make an appearance in a tour which
stretches across thousands of years and all around the globe. Discover sunken
wrecks loaded with pirate gold, the abandoned tombs of the world’s most
powerful rulers and even meteorites – treasures from outer space!
A central gatefold offers a world map revealing the locations of all the
treasures included in the book, while Blue Peter award-winning author David
Long also addresses contemporary topics such as our threatened natural
wonders and the ownership of cultural treasures.

Author
David Long’s engaging, imaginative and
well-informed books reflect an unquenchable
thirst for those events and personalities that
illuminate the past. His work has appeared in
The Sunday Times, in countless magazines and
London’s Evening Standard.
Whilst a columnist on the Sunday People, he
created a popular cartoon strip which ran for
several years in the weekend edition of The
Times. He has also ghostwritten books for other
authors – one of which won the Independent
Publisher’s Book Award – and for publishers in
Britain and the US. He writes the kind of stuff
he likes to read – for both adults and children.

Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 64 pages
Size: 280 x 260 mm
Pub date: 4th February 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129204-9-5
Age range: 7+ years

Illustrator
MUTI is a creative studio founded in 2011, based
in the city of Cape Town, South Africa. This
team of illustrators and designers are passionate
about producing original and inspiring artwork,
from lettering to icons, digital painting to
animation. Muti have worked with various
companies and publishers across the globe
including Google, Time and Nobrow Press.

‘This is a fantastic
snapshot of what is
fascinating in our world’.
Juno Magazine
ISBN 978-1-912920-49-5

9 781912 920495
13

Rights Sold: Simplified & Traditional
Chinese, Vietnamese

Amazing Islands

100+ Places That Will Boggle Your Mind
Sabrina Weiss
Illustrated by Kerry Hyndman
•
•
•
•

‘Weiss and Hyndman’s colourful,
stylish book is full to the brim
with fascinating facts.’
BookTrust

The first in a new series, Our Amazing World, that will also
feature Amazing Treasures, Rivers and Animals
Celebrates island life, history, culture and diversity
Includes rich illustrations, a lavish double gatefold
featuring a world map, a glossary and index
Interesting facts and bite size information about the islands
themselves and the animals and humans that live on them
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Discover 100 of the planet’s most magical islands — their wildlife, trees, diversity,
people, treasures and more — in this beautifully illustrated book. From islands that
have been taken over by animals to disappearing islands, islands made of shells,
artificial islands and even islands that were once prison colonies, Amazing Islands
is a whirlwind tour of some of the smallest land masses in the world.
Discover the Galapagos islands in Ecuador, home of giant tortoises; or visit
Jiangxin Park in China, a natural island with an awe-inspiring, giant bookshop.
Islands can be home to giant cities, colonies of cats or crabs; they have been
hideouts for pirates and have given rise to astonishing scientific discoveries.
Amazing Islands celebrates island life in all its extraordinary diversity.

Author
Sabrina Weiss is a London-based journalist
who specialises in science, the environment,
and technology. Sabrina is in a constant state
of wanderlust and is always ready for the next
adventure. Sabrina is the author of Ocean:
Secrets of the Deep (What on Earth Books,
2019).

Illustrator
When she’s not careering down slopes on
her snowboard, Kerry Hyndman works from
her South London studio creating rich,
textured maps and illustrations. Her client
list includes Bloomsbury, Faber and the Wall
Streeet Journal. Kerry Hyndman won the 2017
Blue Peter Book Award, with David Long, for
Survivors (Faber).

Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 64 pages
Size: 280 x 260 mm
Pub date: 4th June 2020
ISBN: 978-1-9129201-5-0
Age range: 7+ years
ISBN 978-1-912920-15-0

9 781912 920150
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Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese, Dutch, Korean

Marvellous Machines
A Magic Lens Book

Jane Wilsher
Illustrated by Andrés Lozano
Reveal the inner workings of the incredible machines all around us
•
•
•
•

Learn about mathematics, physics, chemistry and engineering by exploring
the inner workings of machines
A sturdy die-cut ‘invention analyser’ adds an interactive element and enables
readers to look inside the machines to see how they function
Includes facts about machines from everyday objects such as cars and kettles
to cutting-edge engineering marvels such as maglev trains and space stations
Bright illustrations and quick-witted text offers a fun and informative
reading experience
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In this eye-catching book, readers can explore the hidden inner workings of
machines and inventions, from mundane objects such as toasters and bicycles
to cutting edge technologies such as pill-sized medical robots and super-fast
maglev trains. Readers use the see-through magic lens to reveal how things
work and the elements hidden within machines – everything from wires and
pipes to the magnetic and gravitational forces machines rely on to function.
Accompanying text explains how these machines function, how they affect
our daily lives, and the physical and chemical phenomena that enable
them to work.

Author
Jane Wilsher, who lives in London, is a writer,
editor and publisher of award-winning
non-fiction books for children. She enjoys
commissioning and making fun fact-packed
titles for kids, who tend to ask the best kind of
tricky questions. Jane enjoys spending a day
out at the museums and art galleries, which are
packed with inspiration for new book ideas.

Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback / Novelty
Extent: 48 pages
Size: 250 x 250 mm
Pub date: 4th February 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129201-9-8
Age range: 7+ years

Illustrator
Andrés Lozano is a Madrid born and Londonbased artist. He divides his time between
illustration and painting. As an illustrator he has
worked for a wide range of international clients
including The New York Times, Google, Virgin
Atlantic and McSweeney’s. His work has been
shown in exhibitions in Beirut, Los Angeles, New
York, London, Madrid and Brisbane. He has also
co-authored several picture books originally
published in the UK and the United States and
now translated into more than 10 languages.

‘The cleverly designed hardback lets
children explore the workings of familiar
and unfamiliar scenes … A great way
to encourage reading for retrieval
and comprehension in reluctant and
less able upper KS2 readers’.
The School Reading List
ISBN 978-1-912920-19-8

9 781912 920198
17

Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese

‘Pretty much everything one can imagine
relating to music as well as more that you
can’t is included in the densely packed
pages. Truly international in perspective,
the presentation begins with a world map’.
Jill Bennett, Red Reading Hub

Music

A Fold-Out Graphic History
Nicholas O’Neill and Susan Hayes
Illustrated by Ruby Taylor

Experience amazing musical moments from the first
ever saxophone and early sound recording to the
invention of the record and artificial intelligence,
with this unique 2.5 metre fold-out timeline of the
history of music.
•
•
•

Published to celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the opening of London’s Royal Albert Hall in 2021
Can be read as a book or folded out
into an 2-sided, 2.5 metre timeline
Covers music from prehistoric flutes, through to
Mozart and Louis Armstrong to BTS and Beyoncé
18

Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 22 pages
Size: 294 x 249 mm
Pub date: 5th November 2020
ISBN: 978-1-9999679-3-2
Age range: 9+ years
ISBN 978-1-9999679-3-2

9 781999 967932
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Rights Sold: German, Turkish, Simplified
Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Russian, Serbian

Absolutely Everything!

A History of Earth, Dinosaurs, Rulers, Robots and
Other Things Too Numerous to Mention
Christopher Lloyd
Illustrated by Andy Forshaw
‘From the Big Bang to computer technology, it tells,
in simple, chatty sentences, a story that tries to
account for as much as possible about our world!’
The Sunday Times
2018 Children’s Book of the Year
Shortlisted for the Teach Primary Book Awards 2019

Price: £16.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 352 pages
Size: 248 x 184 mm
ISBN: 978-1-9998028-2-0
Age range: 7+ years
ISBN 978-1-9998028-2-0

9 781999 802820
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Rights Sold: Simplified Chinese, French, Poland,
Korean, Spanish in the US and Latin America

Humanimal

Incredible Ways Animals are Just Like Us!
Christopher Lloyd
Illustrated by Mark Ruffle
‘These examples give a fascinating insight to the similarities
between species and promote sympathy with the animal world
– which can only be a good thing for future generations.’
Booktrust
Price: £12.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 48 pages
Size: 280 x 260 mm
ISBN: 978-1-9129200-0-6
Age range: 7+ years

ISBN 978-1-912920-00-6

9 781912 920006
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Prehistoric

Dinosaurs, Megalodons and
Other Fascinating Creatures
of the Deep Past
Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld
Illustrated by Julius Csotonyi
‘This is the perfect book for dinosaur
lovers ... The perfect book for curious
kids who love finding out what
life was like in prehistoric times’.
Read It, Daddy!
Price: £12.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 48 pages
Size: 280 x 216 mm
ISBN: 978-1-9129200-4-4
Age range: 7+ years
ISBN 978-1-912920-04-4

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese

9 781912 920044

North America

A Fold-Out Graphic History
Sarah Albee
Illustrated by William Exley

‘North America as a fold-out
graphic history presents a mindboggling amount of information
in a creative, imaginative way that
often challenges our perceptions’.
Armadillo Magazine
Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 22 pages
Size: 294 x 249 mm
ISBN: 978-1-9999679-2-5
Age range: 8+ years
ISBN 978-1-9999679-2-5

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese

9 781999 967925
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Explorer series
‘Simply sings to infophiles and visual learners alike.’
Juno Magazine
Price: £9.99 | Format: Hardback
Extent: 38 pages + 8-page timeline
Size: 240 x 240 mm | Age range: 7+ years

Plants!
Nick Forshaw
Illustrated by
William Exley
978-0-9955766-1-2

Mammals!
Nick Forshaw
Illustrated by
William Exley
978-0-9955766-2-9

Rights Sold: Dutch,
Russian, Czech,
Simplified Chinese

Rights Sold: Dutch,
Russian, Czech,
Simplified Chinese

Bugs!
Nick Forshaw
Illustrated by
William Exley
978-0-9955766-0-5
Rights Sold: Dutch,
Russian, Czech,
Simplified Chinese

Dinosaurs!
Nick Forshaw
Illustrated by
William Exley
978-0-9932847-7-9
Rights Sold: Dutch,
Russian, Czech,
Simplified Chinese

ISBN 978-0-9955766-0-5

ISBN 978-0-9932847-7-9

9 780995 576605

9 780993 284779

Developed in association with
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Timeline Wallbooks

Christopher Lloyd
Illustrated by Andy Forshaw

Price: £12.99 | Format: Hardback
Extent: 18 pages + 8-page timeline
Size: 360 x 270 mm | Age range: 7+ years

The Shakespeare
Timeline Wallbook
978-0-9954820-2-9
ISBN 978-0-9954820-2-9

The Nature
Timeline Wallbook
978-0-9932847-9-3

9 780995 482029

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese

Rights Sold: French,
Dutch, Danish, German,
Italian, Spanish,
Simplified Chinese,
Traditional Chinese,
Korean, Japanese

The Big History
Timeline Wallbook
978-0-9932847-8-6
ISBN 978-0-9932847-8-6

The Sports
Timeline Wallbook
978-0-9954820-0-5
ISBN 978-0-9954820-0-5

9 780993 284786

9 780995 482005

Rights Sold: Spanish,
Simplified Chinese,
Traditional Chinese, Korean,
Japanese, Hindi

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese,
Traditional Chinese,
Korean

The Science
Timeline Wallbook
978-0-9954820-1-2
ISBN
978-0-9954820-1-2

The British History
Timeline Wallbook
978-0-9930199-2-0

9 780995 482012

Rights Sold: French,
German, Italian,
Simplified Chinese,
Traditional Chinese, Korean

‘Astonishing - perfect for all the family’.
The Sunday Times
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Timeline Stickerbooks
Christopher Lloyd
Illustrated by Andy Forshaw
Each stickerbook includes around
100 stickers, a beautifully illustrated
1.7-metre timeline with spaces to stick
them on to and a poster of a historical
event or species for colouring in.
Price: £6.99
Format: Paperback
Extent: 16 pages + 8-page timeline
Size: 297 x 210 mm
Age range: 3+ years
The Nature
Timeline Stickerbook
978-0-9565936-8-9

The Shakespeare
ISBN 978-0-9929249-1-1
Timeline Stickerbook
978-0-9929249-1-1
9 780992 924911

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese,
Czech

The British History
Timeline Stickerbook
ISBN 978-0-9930199-4-4
978-0-9930199-4-4

The Big History
Timeline
Stickerbook
ISBN 978-0-9929249-8-0
978-0-9929249-8-0

9 780993 019944

9 780992 924980

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese,
Czech

The Science
Timeline Stickerbook
978-0-9565936-9-6

‘Children LOVE the What
on Earth format.’
Emily Beale,
North Somerset’s
Teachers’ Book Awards

Rights Sold:
Simplified Chinese,
Czech
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ISBN 978-1-913750-41-1

9 781913 750411
Price: £20.00
Format: Hardback
Extent: 272 pages
Size: 280 x 210 mm
Pub date: 7th October 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9137504-1-1
Age range: 4+ years

Rights Sold: All Chinese rights, including
the right to sell it in China in English

Britannica First Big Book of Why
Why can’t penguins fly? Why do we brush our teeth?
Why does popcorn pop? The ultimate book of answers
for kids who need to know WHY!
Sally Symes and Stephanie Drimmer
Illustrated by Kate Slater
•
•
•
•

Britannica offers authoritative, clear and fascinating answers to more than
100 questions, touching on several STEAM topics.
Features over 200 colour illustrations, including original artworks by Kate
Slater and stunning photography.
‘Who Knows?’ segments shine a spotlight on science’s unsolved mysteries.
The All New Britannica Children’s Encyclopedia, published in October 2020,
has sold over 60,000 copies worldwide in its first three months.

26

In this huge, authoritative and lavishly illustrated question and answer book from
Britannica, you’ll find the answers to all those questions curious kids want to know.
Why do elephants have long trunks? Why are clouds different shapes? Why does
chocolate melt? Why does my tummy rumble? Why do we flush the toilet? This
magnificent book features chapters on Space, Earth, Wild Animals, Pets, Bugs,
Machines, the Body and Food, and also includes some of the mysteries which
experts are still trying to solve! With stunning photography and gorgeous original
illustrations by Kate Slater, this is the ultimate gift for kids who need to know WHY.

Author
Sally Symes worked for many years as a designer
of children’s books before turning her skills
to writing them. Her collaborations with Nick
Sharratt have won several awards, including The
Educational Writers’ Award for Gooey, Chewy,
Rumble, Plop, and The Southampton Favourite
Book to Share Award for Something Beginning
with Blue. She works from a shed in Sussex, UK,
accompanied by her grumpy cat.
Stephanie Drimmer writes books, magazine
features and online pieces for kids. She is a
regular contributor to the Scholastic magazines
SuperScience and Science World. Her column for
National Geographic Kids magazine, Destination
Space, follows a future astronaut as she visits the
most bizarre places in the universe. Her work
has also appeared in Muse, Popular Science and
Popular Mechanics magazines, and in videos for
TED-ed. She lives in Los Angeles, California, USA.

Illustrator
Kate Slater grew up on a beautiful farm
in deepest Staffordshire, UK, and studied
illustration at Kingston University. Her children’s
books include A is for Ant, The Birthday Crown,
The Little Red Hen, ABC London, Magpie’s
Treasure, Make Your Own Birds of Prey and Make
Your Own Flying Machines. Alongside work for
publishing, editorial and advertising, she has
created several large-scale installations and
window displays.

27

Rights Sold: All Chinese rights, including
the right to sell it in China in English

Britannica’s 5-Minute Really True
Stories for Family Time

30 Amazing Stories
Featuring baby dinosaurs, helpful dogs, playground science, treetop
hotels, a world of birthdays and so much more!
•
•
•

5-Minute Really True Stories for Bedtime has sold strongly in its first few months
In the past year, the pandemic has brought home the importance of family
time, making this title very timely
The collection showcases a wide range of world cultures

28

What did the world’s first playgrounds look like? What do families all over the world
eat for breakfast? How did dinosaurs look after their babies? In this compendium
of 5-minute really true stories you will meet all types of family – human and animal!
– and learn about the many ways they spend time together. From family bicycle
rides to animal migrations, and from tidy up time to cosying up with pets, discover
the amazing science, history and culture of family activities. With up-to-theminute, expert information and stunning illustrations, this book will bring out the
joy of the everyday things we do at family time.

Authors
Stories by Alli Brydon, Catherine D. Hughes and
Jackie McCann.

Illustrators
Anneli Bray, Vivian Mineker, Sofia Moore and
Skylar White.

Price: £12.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 192 pages
Size: 267 x 197 mm
Pub date: 7th October 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9137503-7-4
Age range: 4+ years
ISBN 978-1-913750-37-4

9 781913 750374
29

Rights Sold: All Chinese rights, including the
right to sell it in China in English

Britannica’s 150 First Words

Claire E. Laties-Davis MS, CCC-SLP
Illustrated by Marion Cocklico
•

•
•

•

Author and speech-language pathologist Claire Davis uses tried-and-true,
authoritative language based on the principles of child development. In
a brief introduction, Davis coaches parents and other caregivers in her
proven methods for getting babies talking.
Features nine babies of different ethnic backgrounds and settings from
around the world.
Each spread includes photographs of babies and everyday objects
alongside illustrated scenes showing them in action – creating a searchand-find on every page to allow more time for parents and babies to
connect.
Includes one, two and three-word phrases for babies.
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Get toddlers talking all day long with a colourful board book of first words
and phrases created by the experts at Britannica. This engaging large-format
board book encourages toddlers’ language learning through the repetition
of simple words and phrases for everyday objects and activities.
Take a trip around the world by following nine babies through their daily
routines. Under speech-language pathologist Claire Davis’s sure hand, dressing,
mealtime, playtime, bath time, and more become opportunities for babies to
learn new words and phrases. Each illustrated spread also includes photographs
of babies and everyday objects drawn into the art – creating a search-andfind on every page to allow more time for parents and babies to connect.

Author
Claire E. Laties-Davis MS, CCC-SLP is a
speech-language pathologist who works with
toddlers and their parents on early speech
development. Claire lives in Providence, RI,
with her husband and usually an exchange
student or two. She has five grown children.

Illustrator
Marion Cocklico studied graphic design at
École Pivaut (Nantes) for four years before
becoming an illustrator. She’s worked with
over thirty different French publishing houses
since 2008 including Gallimard, Tourbillon,
and Éditions Larousse. She lives in Paris.

Price: £8.99
Format: Boardbook
Extent: 24 pages
Size: 280 x 280 mm
Pub date: 7th October 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9137503-3-6
Age range: 6–18 months

ISBN 978-1-913750-33-6

9 781913 750336
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Rights Sold: All Chinese rights, including the
right to sell it in China in English

Britannica’s Word of the Day
366 Utterly Elevating Utterances to Stretch
Your Cranium and Tickle Your Humerus
Britannica Group
Illustrated by Emily Cox, James Gibbs, Josy Bloggs & Liz Kay
•
•
•

Words feature clear and helpful illustrations for readers and are introduced
with a pronunciation guide, definition, and interesting trivia about the word.
Delightfully challenging and surprising words with definitions and
examples will convert even the most vocabulary-resistant middle
schoolers (and grownups, too) into passionate logophiles!
Can be purchased at any time of year for many years to come. Each
month contains an introduction, one word per day individually or in
thematic groups (Disaster, Cuisine, Bugs), plus an end-of-the-month story
that includes all the words.
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Become a word virtuoso in just one year with 366 crackerjack words aimed to
impress. This charmingly illustrated book features boffo words selected by the
masterminds at Britannica to highlight the best of the English language.
Follow a menagerie of animals as they teach one new word for each day of the year,
including a pronunciation guide, definition, sample sentence and interesting trivia
about the word’s usage or etymology. Each month concludes with an outlandish story
that features all the new words learned.
This delightfully challenging and surprising book will turn word aficionados into
passionate logophiles!

Author
Britannica Group is a global education leader
with over 250 years of dedication to seeking
out facts and providing insight into the
mysteries of the universe. Britannica’s mission
to inspire curiosity and the joy of learning
helps build the world’s future thinkers and
innovators.

Illustrators
Emily Cox
James Gibbs
Josy Bloggs
Liz Kay

Price: £12.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 252 pages
Size: 160 x 180 mm
Pub date: 4th November 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9137503-5-0
Age range: 8+ years
ISBN 978-1-913750-35-0

9 781913 750350
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Price: £9.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 208 pages
Size: 207 x 153 mm
Pub date: 6th May 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129207-0-9
Age range: 8+ years
ISBN 978-1-912920-70-9

9 781912 920709

Rights Sold: All Chinese rights (including the
right to sell it in China in English), Dutch

FACTopia!

Follow the Trail of 400 Facts
Kate Hale
Illustrated by Andy Smith
Enter a world of perfectly amazing facts – which connect together in
surprising and hilarious ways!
•
•
•
•

Every one of the 400 facts in the book is connected, which takes the reader
on a journey, leaping from topic to topic in fun and surprising ways
Covers a vast range of topics, including space, bones, dinosaurs, spiders,
crocodiles, robots, kings and queens, pharaohs and more
Features more than 300 fabulously witty colour illustrations and photographs
This is the first of an 8-book series – with Return to FACTopia! being launched
in Autumn 2021
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Did you know that a squid has a brain the shape of a doughnut? Or that some
butterflies drink turtle tears? Welcome to FACTopia!, a marvellous place where
every fact is delightful and astounding! Each fact in the book is connected to
the next in an enthralling web of information. These connections are wacky and
wonderful – you will move from facts about dinosaurs to facts about eggs to facts
about breakfasts to facts about goats. This ingenious and playful book is a factfilled adventure trail and launches a major new series.

Author
Kate Hale is a writer, editor and professional
fun fact finder. A former executive editor
for National Geographic Kids’ Books, she’s
edited or written about everything from dog
communication to wacky roadside attractions,
biographies of inspiring scientists to profiles
of the cutest animals on Earth. Kate also cocreated and hosted the award-winning kids radio
program The Weird But True Show! on SiriusXM,
which covers weird but totally true facts about
the human body, animals, space and everything
in between. When she’s not hunting for new
facts, Kate enjoys gardening, playing video
games, and planning road trips to national parks.
She currently lives in Alexandria, Virginia, U.S.A.
with her husband and rescue dog. She lives near
Washington, D.C.

Illustrator
Andy Smith is an award-winning illustrator, and
studied illustration at the University of Brighton
and the Royal College of Art, London. His work
combines illustration and typography to create
images that have humour, energy and optimism
executed with a handmade, hand-printed, tactile
feel. When not working, Andy can be found in
the studio screen printing books and posters. He
lives by the sea in Hastings, East Sussex, UK. His
favourite colour is blue.
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‘A treasure trove of fun
and fantastic facts!’
Michael Morpurgo

Price: £18.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 416 pages
Size: 280 x 180 mm
Pub date: 1st July 2021
ISBN: 978-1-9129207-4-7
Age range: 8+ years
ISBN 978-1-912920-74-7

9 781912 920747

Rights Sold: All Chinese rights, including the
right to sell it in China in English

Listified!

Britannica’s 300 lists that will blow your mind
Andrew Pettie
Illustrated by Andrés Lozano
Britannica’s gloriously geeky guide to the universe, with hundreds of lists
that will keep children and their grown ups absorbed for hours.
•
•
•
•
•
•

An utterly absorbing compendium of amazing facts and trivia that will
keep children entertained for hours
300 ingenious lists to offer new perspectives on the world
Satisfying list design makes information easily accessible
Extra information included in the form of humorous footnotes
Approximately 350 bright, stylish and hilarious illustrations
Includes a glossary, index and source notes
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Enter the listiverse and get ready to see the world in a whole new way. Listified!
takes the best and most amazing parts of the universe – erupting volcanoes,
medieval machines, jumping spiders, exploding stars and everything in between
– and organises them into quirky list form for curious kids and their friends and
family to enjoy.
Brought to life by imaginative and hilarious artworks, each list presents subjects
from new and unexpected angles. Ever wondered which 10 dinosaurs were the
largest, and what they weighed… in cats? Or how much of your DNA you share
with other animals… and bananas? Let Listified! take you on a journey with 400 lists
that illuminate everything from the human body, to prehistoric creatures, planet
Earth, outer space and the mysteries beyond.

Author
Andrew Pettie is a writer, editor and journalist
who has contributed to The Times of London,
The Sunday Times and The Daily Telegraph, where
he was Head of Culture. Andrew has also been
a contributory writer for reference works by
Encyclopaedia Britannica and What on Earth
Books. He studied at St Peter’s College,
Oxford University.

Illustrator
Andrés Lozano is a Madrid born and Londonbased artist. He divides his time between
illustration and painting. As an illustrator he has
worked for a wide range of international clients
including The New York Times, Google, Virgin
Atlantic and McSweeney’s. His work has been
shown in exhibitions in Beirut, Los Angeles, New
York, London, Madrid and Brisbane. He has also
co-authored several picture books originally
published in the UK and the United States and
now translated into more than 10 languages.
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‘Informative and inspiring
for curious readers’.
The Sunday Times,
Children’s Books
of the Year 2020

Rights Sold: All Chinese rights, German, Romanian,
Polish, Dutch, Turkey, Vietnam, Lithuanian, Russia

Britannica All New
Children’s Encyclopedia
What We Know & What We Don’t

Edited by Christopher Lloyd
Foreword by J.E. Luebering – Editorial Director of Encyclopaedia Britannica
The first new children’s Britannica encyclopedia to be published in more than
a generation, with all new material, specially commissioned illustrations and
awe-inspiring information from world-experts across all aspects of knowledge.
•
•
•
•

Major marketing event including: an author tour; high-level multimedia,
marketing and PR campaign; a programme of consumer events; in store
point of sale and more
More than 70 experts make this a book you can trust
Includes expert attribution and quotes, cross-references, world maps and glossary
Textured wibalin cover with foil and embossing
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This substantial, gifty and compellingly browsable kids encyclopedia takes Britannica’s
reputation for authentic, trustworthy information and brings it to a whole new audience.
The gorgeous volume explores a wide range of child-friendly topics, using text, illustrations,
infographics and photography, all in a stunning, sumptuous package. In keeping with
Britannica’s reputation for expert involvement, each spread includes a credit to the expert
involved with its creation, and special features highlight some of the most intriguing unsolved
puzzles in science, archaeology, history and engineering. Chapter topics are: Universe, Earth,
Materials, Life, Humans, Ancient & Medieval Times, Modern Times and Today & Tomorrow.

Britannica Group is a global education leader
with over 250 years of dedication to seeking out
facts and providing insight into the mysteries
of the universe. Its beloved Encyclopaedia
Britannica is the world’s oldest English-language
general encyclopedia, first published in 1768 in
Edinburgh, Scotland. Today, Britannica continues
to create innovative and engaging learning
experiences through books, digital content and
educational tools. Over three thousand expert
contributors have helped make Britannica what it
is today. Britannica’s mission to inspire curiosity
and the joy of learning helps build the world’s
future thinkers and innovators.
Price: £25.00
Format: Hardback
Extent: 416 pages
Size: 280 x 210 mm
Pub date: 1st October 2020
ISBN: 978-1-9129204-7-1
Age range: 8–12 years

Christopher Lloyd graduated with a doublefirst-class degree in history from Cambridge
University. He became Technology Editor for
The Sunday Times newspaper in London and is now
a bestselling author of more than fifteen books on
world history including What on Earth Happened?
(Bloomsbury), the series of What on Earth Timeline
Wallbooks, Absolutely Everything! and more. He is
in great demand as a lecturer and public speaker
throughout the world, including at TEDx talks,
conferences, educational seminars, museums,
festivals and schools. Christopher Lloyd lives in
Tonbridge, UK.
J.E. Luebering is the Executive Editor of
Encyclopaedia Britannica. He lives in Chicago.
ISBN 978-1-912920-47-1

9 781912 920471
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‘Fabulous! This book will make
bedtime truly magical’.
Joanna Lumley
‘A brightly illustrated anthology of
short factual pieces on the theme
of ‘night’, from how sharks sleep, to
what causes the Northern Lights’.
Claire Allfree, The Daily Telegraph

Price: £12.99
Format: Hardback
Extent: 192 pages
Size: 267 x 197 mm
Pub date: 15th October 2020
ISBN: 978-1-9129206-4-8
Age range: 4–8 years
ISBN 978-1-912920-64-8

9 781912 920648

Rights Sold: All Chinese Rights, Vietnamese, Czech

5-Minute Really True
Stories for Bedtime
30 Amazing Stories
Featuring frozen frogs, King Tut’s beds, the world’s biggest
sleepover, the phases of the moon and more
•
•
•
•
•

Finally, fact-loving kids get a 5-Minute book just for them!
We consolidate learning in our sleep, so this book is a perfect
way to end the day for kids who love facts and
parents who care about education
The 30 stories can be read one at a time or in groups
All facts verified by Britannica experts
Each story takes about five minutes to read
and is perfect for reading aloud
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Illustrators
Illustration by Amy Grimes, Maddy Vian, Anneli
Bray, Jacqui Lee, Christine Cuddihy, Katie
Rewse, Natalie Smillie, Joanne Liu,
Olivia Holden, and Katie Wilson.

Authors
Stories by Sally Symes, Rachel Valentine,
Jackie McCann, and Jennifer Arena.

41

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
ABOUT OUR BOOKS
‘Informative and inspiring
for curious readers’.
The Sunday Times,
Children’s Books
of the Year 2020
Britannica All New
Children’s Encyclopedia

‘Fabulous! This book
will make bedtime
truly magical’.
Joanna Lumley
Britannica’s
5-Minute Really True
Stories for Bedtime

‘This is a fantastic
snapshot of what is
fascinating in our world’.
Juno Magazine
Amazing Treasures
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‘Music: A Fold-Out Graphic
History is a glorious concertina
of music history from the earliest
gourd instruments right up to
AI composers – wide-ranging,
colourful and absorbing’.
Imogen Russell Williams,
The Guardian
Music: A Fold-Out
Graphic History

‘A treasure
trove of fun and
fantastic facts!’
Michael Morpurgo
Listified!
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SALES & DISTRIBUTION
What on Earth Publishing
is proud to be partnered with:

ORDERS

Grantham Book Services
Trent Road, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 7XQ
Tel: 01476 541000
Fax: 01476 541060
orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

FOREIGN RIGHTS ORDERS

The Rights Solution

Tel: (+44) 1727 752937
rachel@therightssolution.co.uk

SALES
UK, Ireland, Europe, Far East, South Africa
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd
320 City Road, London EC1V 2NZ
Tel: 020 71383650
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
bouncemarketing.co.uk

Australia, New Zealand
Walker Books
saleswba@walkerbooks.com.au
Tel. 612 9517 9577320

FOR ALL OTHER ENQUIRIES
info@whatonearthbooks.com

What on Earth Publishing

whatonearthbooks.com | britannica-books.com
@whatonearth_books
@whatonearthbook
@whatonearth.books
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Allington Castle,
Maidstone,
Kent, ME16 0NB
Tel: 01732 464621

