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RED, WHITE, AND WHOLE
Rajani LaRocca
Quill Tree Books
February 2021
Middle Grade Fiction
A heartbreakingly hopeful #ownvoices
novel in verse about an Indian American
girl whose life is turned upside down when
her mother is diagnosed with leukemia.
Reha feels torn between two worlds:
school, where she’s the only Indian
American student, and home, with her
family’s traditions and holidays. But
Reha’s parents don’t understand why
she’s conflicted—they only notice when
Reha doesn’t meet their strict
expectations. Reha feels disconnected
from her mother, or Amma, although their
names are linked—Reha means “star” and
Punam means “moon”—but they are a
universe apart.
Then Reha finds out that her Amma is sick. Really sick.
Reha, who dreams of becoming a doctor even though she can’t stomach the sight of
blood, is determined to make her Amma well again. She’ll be the perfect daughter, if it
means saving her Amma’s life.
From Indies Introduce author Rajani LaRocca comes a radiant story about the ties that
bind and how to go on in the face of unthinkable loss. This is the perfect next read for
fans of Jasmine Warga and Thanhhà Lại.
Rights sold: World English rights to HarperCollins, in a six-figure pre-empt.

BARAKAH BEATS
Maleeha Siddiqui
Scholastic
Fall 2021
Middle Grade Fiction
Twelve-year-old Nimra Sharif has spent
her whole life in Islamic school, but her
grandparents—who have never quite seen
eye-to-eye with her parents on how to
raise her—think it’s time she goes to “real
school.” Nimra’s nervous, but as long as
she has Jenna, her best friend who
already goes to public school, she figures
she can take on just about anything.
Unfortunately, middle school sucks. The
teachers are mean, the schedule is
confusing, and Jenna starts giving hijabwearing Nimra the cold shoulder around
the other kids. Desperate to fit in and get
back in Jenna’s good graces, Nimra accepts an unlikely invitation to join the school’s
popular 8th grade boy band, Barakah Beats. The only problem is, Nimra was taught
that music isn’t allowed in Islam, and she’s pretty sure her parents would be
disappointed if they found out. So she devises a simple plan: join the band, win Jenna
back, then quietly drop out before her parents find out.
But dropping out of the band proves harder than expected. Not only is her plan to get
Jenna back working, but Nimra really likes hanging out with the band—they value her
contributions and respect how important her faith is to her. Then Barakah Beats signs
up for a talent show to benefit refugees, and Nimra’s lies start to unravel. With the
show only a few weeks away and Jenna’s friendship hanging in the balance, Nimra has
to decide if winning her friend back is worth giving up everything—and everyone—she
cares about.
Barakah Beats is a debut middle-grade novel that will appeal to fans of Hena Khan’s
Amina’s Voice, Celia C. Pérez's The First Rule of Punk, and Dear Sweet Pea by Julie
Murphy.
Rights sold: North American rights to Scholastic, at auction, in a six-figure deal;
UK rights to Scholastic UK.

FORCE OF FIRE
Sayantani DasGupta
Scholastic
May 2021
Middle Grade Fiction
From New York Times bestselling author
Sayantani DasGupta comes the story of a
demon who must embrace her bad to
serve the greater good.
Pinki hails from a long line of rakkhosh
resistors, demons who have spent years
building interspecies relationships,
working together to achieve their goal of
overthrowing the snakey oppressors and
taking back their rights. But she has more
important things to worry about, like
maintaining her status as fiercest
rakkhosh in her class and looking after her
little cousins. There is also the teeny tiny
detail of not yet being able to control her
fire breathing and accidentally burning up school property.
Then Sesha, the charming son of the Serpentine Governor, calls on Pinki for help in
defeating the resistance, promising to give her what she most desires in return—the
ability to control her fire. First she'll have to protect the Moon Maiden, pretend to be a
human (ick), and survive a family reunion. But it's all worth it for the control of her
powers . . . right?
Rights sold: North American rights to Scholastic.

JAY’S GAY AGENDA
Jason June
HarperTeen
June 2021
Young Adult Fiction
There’s one thing Jay Collier knows for
sure—he’s a statistical anomaly as the
only out gay kid in his small rural
Washington town. While all his friends
can’t stop talking about their heterosexual
hookups and relationships, Jay can only
dream of his own firsts, compiling a
romance to-do list of all the things he
hopes to one day experience—his Gay
Agenda.
Then against all odds, Jay’s family moves
to Seattle and he starts his senior year at a
new high school with a thriving LGBTQIA+
community. For the first time ever, Jay
feels like he’s found where he truly
belongs, where he can flirt with Very Sexy
Boys and search for love. But as Jay begins crossing items oﬀ his list, he’ll soon be
torn between his heart and his hormones, his old friends and his new ones . . . because
after all, life and love don’t always go according to plan.
From debut novelist Jason June comes a moving and hilarious sex-positive story about
the complexities of first loves, first hookups, and first heartbreaks—and how to stay
true to yourself while embracing what you never saw coming.
Rights sold: World English rights to HarperCollins, at auction.

AS FAR AS YOU’LL TAKE ME
Phil Stamper
Bloomsbury
February 2021
Young Adult Fiction
The author of The Gravity of Us crafts
another heartfelt coming-of-age story
about finding the people who become
your home—perfect for fans of Becky
Albertalli
Marty arrives in London with nothing but
his oboe and some savings from his
summer job, but he's excited to start his
new life—where he's no longer the
closeted, shy kid who slips under the
radar and is free to explore his sexuality
without his parents' disapproval.
From the outside, Marty's life looks like a
perfect fantasy: in the span of a few
weeks, he's made new friends, he's getting closer with his first ever boyfriend, and he's
even traveling around Europe. But Marty knows he can't keep up the facade. He hasn't
spoken to his parents since he arrived, he's tearing through his meager savings, his
homesickness and anxiety are getting worse and worse, and he hasn't even come
close to landing the job of his dreams. Will Marty be able to find a place that feels like
home?
Rights sold: North American rights to Bloomsbury, UK rights to Bloomsbury UK.

THE OBSESSION
Jesse Sutanto
Sourcebooks
February 2021
Young Adult Fiction
A classic sort of love story...except
somebody might wind up dead.
Nobody knows Delilah like Logan does.
Nobody. He makes sure of it by learning
everything he can through her social
media and watching her through a hidden
camera he has trained on her house.
Some might call him a stalker. Logan
prefers to be called “romantic.”
But after Logan sees Delilah killing her
abusive stepfather, he realizes there's still
more about her to discover. His sweet,
perfect Delilah isn't so perfect after all.
Delilah knows she should feel guilty, but all she feels is free. She's so over the men in
her life controlling her. Except Logan saw what she did, and he won't let her forget it.
Delilah is done being the victim. And she refuses to be a character in Logan's twisted
fantasy. If Logan won't let her go...she'll make him.
Rights sold: World English rights to Sourcebooks.

ROMAN + JEWEL
Dana L. Davis
Inkyard Press (HarperCollins)
January 2021
Young Adult Fiction
If Romeo and Juliet got the Hamilton
treatment…who would play the leads?
This vividly funny, honest, and charming
romantic novel by Dana L. Davis is the
story of a girl who thinks she has what it
takes…and the world thinks so, too.
Jerzie Jhames will do anything to land the
lead role in Broadway’s hottest new show,
Roman and Jewel, a Romeo and Juliet
inspired hip-hopera featuring a diverse
cast and modern twists on the play. But
her hopes are crushed when she learns
mega-star Cinny won the lead…and Jerzie
is her understudy.
Falling for male lead Zeppelin Reid is a terrible idea―especially once Jerzie learns
Cinny wants him for herself. Star-crossed love always ends badly. But when a video of
Jerzie and Zepp practicing goes viral and the entire world weighs in on who should
play Jewel, Jerzie learns that while the price of fame is high, friendship, family, and love
are priceless.
Rights sold: World English rights to HarperCollins.

WITHIN THESE WICKED WALLS
Lauren Blackwood
Wednesday Books
Fall 2021
Young Adult Fiction
Andromeda is a debtera—an exorcist
hired to cleanse households of the Evil
Eye. She would be hired, that is, if her
drunk-excuse-for-a-mentor hadn’t thrown
her out before she could earn her license.
Now her only hope of steady work is to
find a Patron—a rich, well-connected
individual who will vouch for her abilities.
So when her resume is pulled by a young,
eccentric heir named Magnus Rorschach,
she takes the job without question.
Nevermind that her employer is rude and
demanding, that the contract comes with
a number of outlandish rules…and that
almost a dozen debtera had quit before her. If Andromeda ever wants to get oﬀ the
street and earn a steady living, she has no choice.
But when Andi discovers the body of a house servant, she realizes a terrible secret:
Magnus is possessed by a hyena demon who kills all who cross it. Even worse?
Andromeda was thrown out of her mentorship before learning how to cleanse it. Death
is the most likely outcome if she stays, and the reason every debtera before her quit.
But leaving Magnus to live out his curse alone isn’t an option.
Because—heaven help her—she’s already fallen in love with him.
Rights sold: World English rights to Macmillan, in a six-figure pre-empt.

SUNNY SONG WILL NEVER BE FAMOUS
Suzanne Park
Sourcebooks
June 2021
Young Adult Fiction
Sunny Song has one goal in life: she is
going to be a world-famous influencer.
She’s even entering a competition to
become a member of an influencer collab
house.
But when her most recent video raises the
ire of her school’s overinvolved parents,
Sunny’s principal gives her parents a
choice: send her to a digital detox camp
for the summer, or she’ll face expulsion.
Which is how city girl Sunny finds herself
marooned on a farm in middle-of-nowhere
Iowa for the summer. Not only is she
unable to check on her ranking in the
competition, but she’s traded in a wifi connection for a butter churn.
It seems like her career is destined to implode before it’s even properly started. But if
Sunny can grow close to the camp owner’s son, Theo, she might have a chance at
finding an internet connection. Little does Sunny know, she’s destined to form a very
diﬀerent kind of connection this summer…
Rights sold: North American rights to Sourcebooks.

THE RIVER HAS TEETH
Erica Waters
HarperTeen
July 2021
Young Adult Fiction
Natasha’s sister is missing.
Her car was found abandoned on the
edge of a local nature preserve known as
the Bend. As the case goes cold,
Natasha’s loss turns to burning anger.
She’ll do anything to find answers.
Della’s family has channeled magic from
the Bend for generations, providing spells
for the desperate. But when Natasha
appears on her doorstep Della knows it
will take more than simple potions to help
her.
But Della has her own secrets to hide.
Because Della thinks she knows the beast responsible for the disappearance—her own
mother, who was turned into a terrible monster by magic gone wrong.
Natasha is angry. Della has little to lose.
They are each other’s only hope.
Rights sold: North American rights to HarperCollins, at auction, in a six-figure
deal.

THE DEVIL MAKES THREE
Tori Bovalino
Page Street
August 2021
Young Adult Fiction
Tess Matheson only wants three things:
time to practice her cello, for her sister to
be happy, and for everyone else to leave
her alone.
Instead, Tess finds herself working all
summer at her boarding school library,
shelving books and dealing with the
intolerable patrons. The worst of them is
Eliot Birch: snide, privileged, and
constantly requesting forbidden grimoires.
After a bargain with Eliot leads to the
discovery of an ancient book in the
library's grimoire collection, the pair
accidentally unleash a book-bound
demon.
The demon will stop at nothing to stay free, manipulating ink to threaten those Tess
loves and dismantling Eliot’s strange magic. Tess is plagued by terrible dreams of the
devil and haunting memories of a boy who wears Eliot's face. All she knows is to stay
free, the demon needs her... and he'll have her, dead or alive.
Rights sold: World English rights to Page Street.

OUR WAY BACK TO ALWAYS
Nina Moreno
Little, Brown
Fall 2021
Young Adult Fiction
Luisa “Lou” Patterson has lived across the
street from Sam Alvarez in the small closeknit harbor town of Port Coral, Florida her
entire life. They used to be best friends,
but despite their proximity, they haven’t
spoken in years. Both are sure it’s not their
fault.
It's the summer before senior year. Lou is
still hanging out with her Instagram
famous cat, playing video games, and
writing fan-fiction. Her older sister just had
a baby instead of going to college, so now
the pressure is on Lou to succeed
academically. In a search for inspiration for
her personal essay Lou discovers the high
school bucket list she wrote with Sam as kids and realizes she hasn’t accomplished
any of it. Now she has a topic and a quest.
Sam's the golden boy on drum line with plenty of friends, but lives in a house full of
women and fights between two diﬀerent cultures. After using his savings to pay for
Dad's funeral six months ago Sam has secretly decided he isn’t going to college.
Talking to Lou again feels like falling back in time when he’s trying so hard to figure
what to do after graduation.
In a year defined by preparing for a future neither can see, Sam sets out to help Lou
with the list that includes fake dating, pool hopping, and even practicing her first kiss.
From friends to misunderstood enemies to maybe more, Lou and Sam learn that
sometimes, when all seems lost, you're right on time.
Rights sold: World English rights to Hachette.

A RUSH OF WINGS
Laura E. Weymouth
McElderry
Fall 2021
Young Adult Fiction
Rowenna Winthrop has lived
on the remote Scottish island of Fair Isle
her whole life. She’s been out of step
with the people there her whole life, too—
possessed of uncanny knacks and talents,
Rowenna is halfway to a witch. Rowenna’s
mother, Mairead, has always sought to
shelter her daughter from the fearful
islanders, who believe Rowenna to be in
league with the devil.
T h a t i s , u n t i l M a i re a d ’s s n a t c h e d
from the cliﬀs by a monstrous creature
from the deep, and returns months later,
changed. Though no one sees it but her
daughter, there’s an unsettling hunger in
Mairead now, and a new hatred for Rowenna as well.
Then one dark night, Mairead lays a bitter curse on the Winthrops—transforming her
sons into swans, and robbing Rowenna of her voice. Rowenna and her brothers—
along with the secretive, handsome Gawen, a castaway who was also transformed by
Mairead’s dark curse—are driven from their island home to the Highlands of Scotland.
But those rolling, green lands possess unknown dangers, and some see Rowenna’s
uncanny abilities not as something to be feared, but to be used.
Free to decide her own fate for the first time in her life, Rowenna is presented
with a choice—make a new life in the brutal highlands, away from the home that never
wanted her, or return to the monster wreaking havoc on her island home, and
use the very magic that’s set her apart since birth to reclaim all she’s lost—her family,
her voice, and control of her own story.
Rights sold: North American rights to Simon & Schuster.

A TALE OF TWO PRINCES
Eric Geron
Inkyard Pres (HarperCollins)
Summer 2022
Young Adult Fiction
What should be a fun family vacation in NYC
becomes a royal mess when a closeted prince
and an out-and-proud cowboy turn out to be
long-lost twin brothers…
Edward Dinnissen has a charmed life: he’s the
crown prince of Canada, he gets the royal
treatment at his exclusive private school in
New York City, and he lives in a mansion on
Park Ave. There’s just one thing standing in
the way of total happiness: he’s gay—and he
doesn’t know how to tell his parents. Or his
country. Especially since he’s an only child
and that pesky little ‘the line of succession’
thing has been coming up more and more at
the dinner table (and on CNN) lately . . .
Billy Boone couldn’t be happier: His boyfriend
is the cutest guy in school, he loves his small town, and his family’s ranch in Montana is his
favorite place in the world. So then why doesn’t he feel happy? Maybe it has something to do
with the fact he’s finally admitting to himself that he feels destined for more than Friday night
bonfires, one-road towns, and life as a rancher . . .
When Edward and Billy meet by chance on the streets of New York City, both of their lives
change in an instant. Suddenly, Billy is thrust into a whirlwind of royal drama, wealth, and all
that comes with being the first-born son of the King and Queen of Canada. Edward, on the
other hand, is reeling from losing the very thing that made him, him: his crown. Will these longlost twin brothers be able to take on high school, coming out, and coronations together—or will
this royal reunion quickly become a royal mess?

Rights sold: World English rights to HarperCollins, in a six-figure deal.

A LITTLE BIT COUNTRY
B.D. Kennedy
Balzer + Bray
Summer 2022
Young Adult Fiction
Emmett Maguire has big dreams. He
wants to be country music’s biggest gay
superstar—a far reach when you're 17 and
living in suburban Illinois. Thankfully, his
parents are letting him do the next best
thing for the summer: stay with his aunt in
Jackson Hollow, Tennessee, and perform
at Wanda World—the amusement park
owned by his idol, country music legend
Wanda Jean Stubbs.
Luke Barnes has no interest in country
music. As the grandson of Verna Rose, the
disgraced country singer who had a
famous falling out with Wanda Jean, the
world of country music has brought his
family nothing but pain. But as medical bills pile up for his mom’s multiple sclerosis
treatments, he’s forced to accept a job at the last place he’d want to work: a restaurant
in Wanda World.
Neither boy is expecting to find romance, but sparks fly when they meet (or, more
accurately, when Luke runs smack into Emmett, who is dressed in the back end of a
donkey costume), and soon the two are inseparable. But as Emmett works to perfect
the song that will catapult him to stardom, and Luke attempts to flourish in the kitchen
and find new ways to support his family, a long-lost secret about Luke’s grandma,
Verna, and superstar Wanda Jean comes to light, threatening to unravel everything
both boys have built—separately, and together.
To rescue their futures and keep their relationship from going down in history as just
another Sad Country Love Song, Luke and Emmet must discover the secret of Wanda
and Verna’s past...even if the rest of the country music community wants to keep it
hidden.
Rights sold: World English rights to HarperCollins, in a six-figure deal, at auction.

THE LIGHT OF THE MIDNIGHT STARS
Rena Rossner
Redhook
April 2021
Fantasy
An evocative combination of fantasy,
history, and Jewish folklore, The Light of
the Midnight Stars is a fairytale-inspired
novel from the author of The Sisters of the
Winter Wood.
Deep in the Hungarian woods, the sacred
magic of King Solomon lives on in his
descendants. Gathering under the
midnight stars, they pray, sing and
perform small miracles—and none are
more gifted than the great Rabbi Isaac and
his three daughters. Each one is blessed
with a unique talent—whether it be
coaxing plants to grow, or predicting the
future by reading the path of the stars.
When a fateful decision to help an outsider ends in an accusation of witchcraft, fire
blazes through their village. Rabbi Isaac and his family are forced to flee, to abandon
their magic and settle into a new way of life. But a dark fog is making its way across
Europe and will, in the end, reach even those who thought they could run from it. Each
of the sisters will have to make a choice—and change the future of their family forever.
Rights sold: World English rights to Hachette.

BLACK WOMEN TAUGHT US
Jenn M. Jackson
Random House
Spring 2022
Non-Fiction
People so often say “listen to Black
women” but there are few books that
actually tell us how to do that. Why has
listening to Black women been so
overlooked throughout history? What have
we lost in the meantime? This book is an
eﬀort to center, amplify, and honor the
work and words of Black women who
have long been struggling for Black
liberation and justice. BLACK WOMEN
TAUGHT US is a reclamation of our
history, a celebration of our triumphs, and
hopeful gesture toward our political future.
This is what listening to Black women
looks like.
This is a book focused on telling the truth about Black women’s longtime movement
organizing, theorizing, and coalition building in the name of racial, gender, and sexual
justice in the United States and abroad. In this book, Jenn M. Jackson seeks to show
that Black women have been here, working despite the erasure and misrecognition of
their eﬀorts. Now, as movement language grows ever trendy, at times even losing its
meaning due to overuse and lack of nuance, this book serves as a reminder that Black
women were the first ones to teach us how to fight racism, how to name that fight, and
how to imagine a more just world for all of us.
The book will consist of 10 essays, one glossary, and roughly 275 pages.
Jenn M. Jackson (they/them) is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Syracuse
University. They are also a columnist with Teen Vogue, where they write the popular
“Speak On It” column that “explores how today’s social and political life is influenced
by generationas of racial and gender (dis)order.”
Rights sold: World English rights to Penguin Random House in a six-figure deal, in
an exclusive submission.
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WHISPERING PINES
Heidi Lang & Kati Bartkowski
Aladdin
September 2020
Middle Grade Fiction
Stranger Things meets The X-Files in this
eerie, heart-pounding middle grade
adventure about a young boy and girl who
must protect their small town from
otherworldly forces threatening to destroy
it.
Rae’s father vanished without a trace—
and Rae knows what happened to him.
But no one believes her when she says
that her father didn’t run oﬀ, that he was
actually taken. Now, a year of therapy
later, Rae’s mother decides they need a
fresh start, and so they move to a new
town in the hope that life can return to
normal.
The problem is, there is nothing normal about the town of Whispering Pines.
No one knows this better than Caden. He’s lived in Whispering Pines his entire life, and
he’s seen more than his fair share of weird—starting with his own family, as the town is
the perfect home base for his mother’s ghost hunting business.
When several kids go missing and then show up like zombies with their eyes removed,
many locals brush it oﬀ. Just another day in Whispering Pines. But Caden has a dark
secret, one that may explain why someone is stealing eyes. And Rae, who knows how
it feels to not be believed, may be just the person Caden needs to help him put things
right.
Rights sold: North American rights to Simon & Schuster.

WHAT BIG TEETH
Rose Szabo
Farrar Straus Giroux
February 2021
Young Adult Fiction
Rose Szabo's thrilling debut What Big
Teeth is a dark, gothic fantasy YA novel
about a teen girl who returns home to her
strange, wild family after years of
estrangement, perfect for fans of Wilder
Girls.
Eleanor Zarrin has been estranged from
her wild family for years. When she flees
boarding school after a horrifying incident,
she goes to the only place she thinks is
safe: the home she left behind. But when
she gets there, she struggles to fit in with
her monstrous relatives, who prowl the
woods around the family estate and read
fortunes in the guts of birds.
Eleanor finds herself desperately trying to hold the family together ― in order to save
them all, Eleanor must learn to embrace her family of monsters and tame the darkness
inside her.
Exquisitely terrifying, beautiful, and strange, this fierce paranormal fantasy will sink its
teeth into you and never let go.
Rights sold: World English rights to Macmillan, at auction, in a six-figure deal;
Russian rights to AST.

THE HAIR AFFAIR
Jesmeen Kaur Deo
Philomel
Summer 2022
Young Adult Fiction
Seventeen-year-old high school debater,
TJ Power, seemingly has it all: great
friends, a cute boyfriend, and status as
one of the most beautiful girls in school.
But when she and her cousin, Simran,
become the subject of a meme—with TJ
being the “expectation” and her Sikh
cousin who does not shave/pluck/wax her
hair as the “reality” of dating an Indian girl
—TJ’s sense of self crumbles. Even
though people think she should be
flattered, she starts to question if all that’s
keeping her from being rejected is her
natural hair.
In response, TJ decides to ditch her razors, cancel her waxing appointments, and set a
debate resolution for herself: “This House Believes That TJ Powar can be her hairy self,
and still be beautiful.” Only, as she sets about proving her point, her friends drift away,
her boyfriend dumps her, and she starts to seriously doubt anyone could care about
her just the way she is—even when the cute boy from a rival debate team turned
Nationals partner seems determined to prove otherwise.
Ultimately, it is the renewed support of her friends and faith in her partner that help her
transform her innermost thoughts and deliver her final resolution to the judge that
matters most, herself. Because “This House Believes That TJ Powar can exist as a
hairy girl, and still be worthy of respect, beautiful or not,” is simply not up for debate.
Rights sold: North American rights to Penguin Random House, in a six-figure
deal.

ICEBREAKER
Al Graziadei
Henry Holt
Winter 2022
Young Adult Fiction
Seventeen-year-old Mickey James III was
born into greatness, both his father and
grandfather were hockey legends and he
trained at all the best schools to follow in
their footsteps. He is on track to become
the NHL’s number one draft pick while
skating through his freshmen year in
college, until a catastrophe strikes. A
catastrophe named Jaysen Caulfield.
Jaysen has carved his way up the ranks
and is challenging Mickey’s birthright, and
worse, he was just accepted to the same
college team and is even more attractive
in person than he seemed on social. Now
Mickey has to share the spotlight with a
teammate who is gunning for his position while struggling to keep his libido,
depression, and anxiety all in check lest his grades plummet more than they already
are.
Their relationship changes overnight when their team forces them to work out their
diﬀerences in a silly party ice breaker. Getting involved with Jaysen is the worst idea
Mickey’s ever had, but being with him makes him the happiest he’s been in a long time.
After a bad showing at a critical match, Mickey has to decide which is more important:
Carrying on a family legacy that’s brought him nothing but misery or risking it all for
something that probably won’t last beyond the season.
Rights sold: World English rights to Macmillan, at auction, in a six-figure deal.

